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e inhabited by the 


NEGROE 8. 7 
With Reſpect to the Fertility of the Country; __ * b 


the good Diſpoſition of many of the Natives,: ane 
the Manner by which the S FRADE 4 


5 e 
is carried on. > — <8 


Extracted from divers Authors, in anker: to thew _ 


the kde of that TR*ape, and the Falſity of the Aan 1 1 . 
MEN uſu ally ; advanced in its Vindication. . - 4 © 
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- Why muſt 1 Afrith's ſable Children ſee _ ff... ĩͤ —£xa 
Vended for Slaves, cho formed by Nature free? 7 r 
15 Ihe nameleſs Torturés cruel Minds invent, B % +, So RR 
_ Thoſe to ſubject whom Nature equal meant: 2 no 
If theſe you dare, altho' unjuſt Succeſs PP 
£ pen you now, unpuniſh'd, to oppreſs 7 27 © 3,5, 08 .. 
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7 is a a Truth, as forrowful as alia hn 4+ 8h 
Mankind too rally are actuated by fas 

A. Motives, —— an imaginaty Intereſt 3 
in the Room of that which is real ind per- 9 
manent: en it muſt be acknowledged by crer ©" 


5 Man, who is ſincerely defirous of 4M 
f quainted with himſelf, and-impartially inſpects his 4% <4 
own- Heart, that Weakneſs and inbted C on ff 
attend human Nature; which cannot be 
to its original Purity, but through the Efficacy 3 
the Blood of Jzsvs CaxrsT, our bleſſed Saviour. 
So that notwithſtanding the imagined moral Rec.. 
titude pleaded: for, <A the boaſted; Pretences ß 
the . nt Age, to refined Conceptions of Things 
beyond our Forefathers, till this Divine Helps 
embraced, the Heart of Man will remain a 1 
and its Power of diſtinguiſhing between Good and 1 
Evil will {till be obſcured by Prejudice, Paſſion ana 
p Intereſt. Covetouſneſs and Pride have introduced 4 


many 88 Practices into civil W 0 


( 4] 
cho odious in themſelves, and moſt pernicious in 
their Conſequences, yet being calculated to gratify 
our favorite Paſſions, have been adopted thro' Cuſ- 
tom, and enforced fo ſtrongly by Example, as to 
become familiar to us; ſo that by Degrees we ſi- 
lence the Dictates of Conſcience, and reconcile our- |. 
ſelves to ſuch Things as would, when firſt propoſed 
to our unprejudiced Minds have ſtruck us with 
Amazement and Horror. 

A lamentable and ſhocking Inſtance of the In- 
fluence which the Love of Gain has upon the 
Minds of thoſe who yield to its Allurements, even 
when contrary to the Dictates of Reaſon, and the 
common Feelings of Humanity, appears in the 
Proſecution of the Negroe Trade, in which the Eu- 

gliſb Nation has long been deeply concerned, and 

— in this Province have lately engaged. An 
Evil of ſo deep a Dye, and attended with ſuch 
dreadful Conſequences, that no well- diſpoſed Per- 
{on (anxious for the Welfare of himſelf, his Coun: 
try, or Poſterity) who knows the Tyranny, Op- 
preſſion and Cruelty with which this iniquitous 
Trade is carried on, can be a filent and innocent 
Spectator. How many Thouſands of our harm- 
| Ik Fellow Creatures have, for a long Courſe of 
Years, fallen a Sacrifice to that ſelfiſh Avarice; 
which gives Life to this complicated Wickedneſs. 
The Iniquity of being engaged in a Trade, by 
which ſo great a Number of innocent People are 
_ yearly deſtroyed, in an untimely and miſerable 
Manner, 1s greatly aggravated from the Conſide- 
ration that we, as a People, have been peculiarly 
favoured with the Light of the Goſpel; that Re- 
velation of Divine Love, which the Angels intro- 
dueed to the World, by a Declaration of 5 5 
8 4 art 
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Earth, ad Good Will. to 0 every Nati 
Kindred, Tongue and People. How miſerable mu 
be our Condition, if, for filthy Lucre, we ſhould 
continue to act ſo contrary to the Nature of this 
Divine Call, the Purpoſe of which is to introduce 
an univerſal and affectionate Brotherhood in the 
whole human Species; by removing from the 
Heart of every Individual, who ſubmits to its | 
ration, the Darkneſs and Corruption of Nature, 
and transforming the ſelfiſh, wrathful, proud Spi- 
rit, into Meekneſs, Purity and Loves For this 
End the Son of Gon became Man, ſuffered, and 
died; and the whole Fenor of the Goſpel declares, - 
that for thoſe who refuſe, or negle& the Offers 
of this great Salvation, the Son of GoD _ ſuffered 
in vain; 

The End propoſed by this Eſſay is to buy befols 


the candid Reader the Depth of Evil attending 


this iniquitous Practice, in the Proſecution of 
which, our Duty to Gop, the common Father of 
the F amily of the whole Earth, and our Duty of 


Love to our Fellow Creatures, is totally diſregard- 


ed; all ſocial Connection and tender Ties of Na- 
ture being broken, Deſolation and Bloodſhed con- 
tinually fomented in thoſe unhappy People's Coun- 
try. It is alſo intended to invalidate the falſe Ar- 
guments, which are frequently advanced, for the 
Palliation of this Trade, in Hopes it may be ſome 
Inducement to thoſe who are not defiled therewith 
to keep themſelves clear; and to lay before ſuch as 
have unwarily engaged in it, their Danger of total. 
ly loſing that tender Senſibility to the Sufferings of 
their Fellow Creatures, the Want ah ſets 
Men beneath the Brute Creation: A Trade by 
Finch many Thoulands of innocent People are 
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ght under the a Anxiety and Suffering, 
being violently rent from their Native Country, 
in the moſt cruel Manner, and brought to our Co. | 
lonies, to be employed in hard Labour, in Cli- 
mates, unſuited to their Nature, or in a State of 
the moſt abje& and barbarous Slavery, ſubje& to 
the Humours and inhuman Laſh of ſome of the 
moſt hard hearted and inconfiderate of, Mankind, 
withqut any Hopes of ever returning to their Na- 
tive Land, or ſeeing an End to their Miſery: Nor 
muſt we omit,” in this diſma] Account, the Weight 
of Blood which lies on the Promoters of this Trade, 
from the great Numbers that are yearly butchered 
in the Incurſions and Battles which happen be- 
tween the Negroes, in order to procure - -thi ; Num- 
ber delivered to the Europeans; and the many of 
theſe poor Creatures whoſe Hearts are broken, and 
they periſh through Miſery and Grief, on the Paſs 
ſage. May the Almighty preſerve the Inhabi- 


dants of Pennſylvania from being further defiled by 


. which is entered upon from ſuch ſenſual 
otives, and carried on by ſuch deviliſh Means. 
_ Perſons whoſe Minds are engroſſed by the Plea- 
ſares and Profits of this Life, are generally ſo taken 
up with preſent Objects, that they are but little af 
fected with the diſtant Sufferingg of their Fellow 
Creatures, eſpecially when their Wealth is thereby 
increaſed. Nevertheleſs every one who is in any 
reſpect concerned in this wicked Trafique, if not1o' 
rdned by the Love of Wealth, as to be void of | 
feeling, muſt upon a ſerious Recollection, be im. 
| preſſed with Surprize and Terror, from a Senſe that 
there is a righteous Gop, and a State of Retributi- 
on which will laſt for ever. It is frequently als 


ſedged, in excuſe for this Trade, that the "Tan 


"191 


fold in our Plantations, are moſtly Perſons tits - 
| have been taken Priſoners in thoſe Wars which ariſe 


amongſt themſelves, from their mutual Animaſi- 
ties; and that theſe Priſoners would be ſacrificed to 
the Reſentment of thoſe who have taken them Cap- 1 
tive, if they were not purchaſed and brought away + * 
by the Europeans. It is alſo repreſented, that the 
Negroes art generally a ftupid, ſavage People, 
whoſe Situation in their own Country is neceffitous 
and unhappy, which has induced many to believe, 
that the bringing them from their Native re 
is rather a Kindneſs than an Injur. 
To confute theſe falſe e ae ha fol- 
lowing Extracts ate propoſed to the candid Read- 
er's Gofideration; they are taken from the Wri- 
tings of the principal Officers, not only in the E + 
gliſo, but in the French and Dutch Fact eee es 
ments in Gainey, ſome of whom have "= 
Years in thoſe Countries, and have been ee 
ſes to the Tranſactions they relate. By which wil 
appear, that the Negroes are generally a ſenſible hu- 
mane and ſociable People, — that their · Capacity 
is as good, and as capable of Improvement as that 
of the WarTzs. - That their — though un- 
friendly to the Europeans, yet appears peculiarly 
agreeable, and well Md to the Nature of the , 
Blacks, and ſo fruitful as to furniſh its Inhabitants 
ira; gd with the Neceſſaries of Life, with much 
Labour than in our more northern Climates. j 
And as to the common Arguments alledged in 
Defence of the Trade. viz. That the Slaves fold 2G 
it to the Europeans are Captives taken in War, who _ 
would be deſtroyed by their Conquerors if not thus 1 
purchaſed; it is without Foundation: For altbhooo ] 
og were Andes * 2 mr 2 * 
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before the  Buropizans bega n to trade with them, yet 


certain it is, that ſince 


owing to the Solicitations of the white People, 
who have inſtigated the poor Africans by every 
Method, even the moſt iniquitous and cruel, to 
procure: Slaves to load their Veſſels, which they 
freely and gladly purchaſe without any Regard to 
the Precepts of the Goſpel; the Feelings of Hu- 
manity, or the common Dictates of Reaſon and 
Equity . 

This mainly appears from the Kdt given by 
Andrew Brue, General Director of the French Fac- 
tory at denagal, who ti avelled much on and about the 
twogrearRivers of Senagal, and Gambia. In Aftley's 
Collection of Voyages, he is ſpoken of as a Perſon 
of Judgment, and one who had had ſufficient. Op- 
portunities by his long Reſidence “ there, of gain- 
ing a thorough Knowledge of the Manners, Cuſ- 
toms and Diſpoſitions of the People inhabiting the 
Country, for about four De Miles along the 
Coaſt, extending on each Side the before mentio- 
ned Rivers. Speaking of the Papel Negroes + 
(amongſt whom he was then endeavouring to erect 
a Factory) he ſays They are at continual Wars 
« with their Neighbours, whom they invade as 

* often as they think it for their Ae 
e Thelci Wars of theirs are never long, 
gn Fray | 91.2 generally 


| ® The Time ot Brue” 5 Us in 8 * 50 . as 
he appears to have gone backwards and forwirds to , France ſeveral 
Times. When he returned the ſecond Time, he had lived eleven 
Years in Afrita; and by tome Writings he appears to have been at 
Senagal many Years after. Thro' Miſtake in the former Edition 
the Time was fixed to twenty-fix Vears. 

I + Thele Papel Neg ves inhabit about the River — 
the Iſland Biſao, &c. from whence the 3 have _— 
great Number of Slaves. 


i 


bo 
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at Time, thoſe Calamitties | 
have prodigiouſly encreaſed, which is principally 


1 9 23 
60 generally ſpeaking, they are Incurſions or Ex 
ie: © peditions of five or fix | Days. He adds. 
e © The 8 are fr from afring i 10 
act as Peace- Makers amongſt them, i. e. (the 
ey Negroes ) which would be contrary to their 
„ Interefl, fence the greater the Wars are, the 


nd © more Slaves: e 8 pre 
he i Millan Boſmar, Factor for the Dutch, at Delmi- 
y's na, where he reſided ſixteen Years, relates; « That 
« one of the former Commanders hired a Army 


on 

p- of the Negroes, of ae Cabeſteria, for a 
n- large Sum of Money, to fight the Negroes - orf 
af." © Conimany, which occaſioned a Battle, which was 
he MW © more bloody than the Wars of the Negroes uſu- 
he ally are: And that another Commander gave, at 


© one Time, Five Hundred Puundt, and at another 


0 
+ © Time Eight Hundred Pounds, to two other Neue 
ct Nations, to induce them to take up Arms againſt 


« their Country People.” This is confirmed by 
Barbot; Agent General of the French African Com- 
pany, who ſays; ** The Hollanders, a People very 
« zealous for their Commerce at the Coaſt, were 
every ſtudious to have the War carried on 
e amongſt the Blacks, to diſtract, as long as * | 
« ſible, the Trade of the other Zuropeam; and to 
42 AT eng 
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4. ae the Blacks, their Allies, that tl! 
„ beat their Enemies, and fo the Ode + 


« into their Hands.” But nothing ſhews more 
plainly, that the Europeans are the chief Inſtru- 
ments in znciting the Negroes to the Perpetration 
of thoſe unnatural Wars, by which they are kept 
in continual Alarms, their Country laid waſte, and 
ſuch great Numbers carried into Ca ptivity, than 
the Account given by William Smith, who was ſent 
by the African Company to viſit their Settlements, 
in the Year 1726, from the Information he receiv- 
ed of one of the F actors, who had reſided ten Years 
in that Country, viz, * That the diſcerning Na- 
„tives account it their greateſt Unhappinets that 
they were ever viſited by the Europeans: That 
« we Chriſtians introduced the Traffick of Slaves, 
« and that before our coming they lived in Peace; 


but, ſay. they, it is obſervable, that wherever 
4” ® Fin ang” i comes, there comes with. it a Sword, | 
a Gun, Powder and hr ; 


This is: farther confirmed by two Nenn 


| 5 ated by - Andrew Brut, the Director at Sensgal, 
before ea The firſt at Page 30. viz. That 


having acquainted the King he was ready to trade 
with him, if he had a ſufficient quantity of Slaves 
the King procured three Hundred Slaves, but 
wanting: Goods to double the Value of hat the 


Company would allow for thoſe Slaves, and they te- 
fuſing ta truſt him, as he was already in their Debt; 
the Director propoſed having. a Licenee for ſeizing 


upon ſo many of his People : as would pay for what 


more Goods he wanted, but chis the Kings! refuled 
to conſent to, ſaying it might occaſion a Diſtur- 
ce amongſt his Subjects; and ſo was forced, 
s the Aar, to want the Goods he deſired for 

at 
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1 & 
that. Time; which Diiappointment put the King 
greatly out of Humour. The ſecond -Occurrence 
is mentioned at Page 4 59, viz.” The Director re- 
ceived Complaints of the continual Inſults 3 
Company's Servants ſuffered at Fort St. Jep, 
from one Babel the King's Alkair, * by forbidding 
the Trade, in order to oblige the Factor to pay the 
King as high Duties as thoſe paid to the neighbour- 


ing King, or to force the French to quit the Coun- 


try. Upon this Complaint, the 2 dev: Director 


Brue, ſent Orders to tne Commander of that Fort, 


to provide the Place with proper Neceſiaries WP its 
Defence, and then to puniſh Balle rigorouſſy, not 
only by burning his Village, but alſo by . 
himſelt Wives and Children, i he found Oppaty 
tunity.. arg 

Thus the Matter rondined; fob ome Tin * 
when the Autbor ſays, the Negroes: recommenceil 
their Ill- uſage to the French, which went ſo far, 
that a Factor was murdered: Upot - which, - che 
Commander having afiembled all his Forces, at- 
tacked the Village, which he plundered and burnt 
killed near ſixty ot the Negroes,” who had taken 
Arms, -wounded double the Number, carried 
all the Cattle, and made four Hundred Sans. 
The Autbar adds, ** So ſevere and ſeaſonable a 
Puniſhment, threw a Terror on all the Cquntry, 
5 pos obliged the King and his Bakerris to tne WF 
ee ercy. 925 

The Commander ſuffered nimtelb ue be FEPE Hs 
treated before he would grant them Peace;: and in 
the mean Time ſent down his Slaves and Booty 
by the Barks to Fort St. Louis. Little -need be 


the French Officers in theſe n the * 
* The Goyernor of the Village. 


* 


laid to ſhew the unjuſt and barbarous Conduct af 


. 
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of which cannot be queſtioned, as they are id 
from the Relation given by Brue himſelf. In the 
firſt Inſtance, the Head of 2 Chriſtian F actory en. 
deavours to perſuade a Heathen King to break 
thro' every facred and human Tie; which ſhews, 
that ſo he could but procure Slaves, he was quite 
indifferent as to the Means, be they ever ſo crimi- 
nal. And in the ſecond, this Chriſtian Factor 
himſelf thews the greateſt Diſregard to the Right 2 
Mankind, and the Feelings of Humanity, on 
flight a Pretence as the Demand of Duties, by 105 
don Confeſſion, no greater than they paid elſe- 
where; gives to his Officers the moſt cruel and un. 
reaſonable Orders, which on the Death of a Factor 
{which might be occaſioned by his own Raſhnels 
or Imprudence) are executed with the utmoſt Se- 
verity. And what makes it look likely, that pro. 
curing a Number of Slaves was his chief Motive, 
is, that after this Treatment the Officer gives no 
Ear to their Intreaties for Peace, till he has ſent off 
the Booty of four Hundred Slaves he had made in 
the Encounter. But ſuppoſing the Negtoe Officer 
to have been to blame, what had the common 
People done to be thus cruelly butchered” and 
dragged into Captivity. What an Example Was 
this to be given from Chriſtians to Heathens. 
Could any Tung be more likely to confirm the 
Negroes in ahi deteſtable Practice of Wand their 
r Countrymen. 
As to the Account of the natural Diſpoſition of 
many of the Negroes, and of the Fruitfulneſs df 
their Country, the forementioned Authors, as well 
as many others, have wrote largely upon it. M 
Alanſon, in his Account of the Country and Na. 
_ of Gree, where he was ſo lately as the Year 


| 2754 


Hopes that I ſhould be very. 


Guiney where he then was, ſays; They are 
* rally a good Sort of Feople, honeſt in their Deal 
„ ings; Others he deſcribes as being generally 


13 J 
1754; after giving an Account of the «delightful 
Alpett of the Country, ſays; ** The Simplicity of 
« the Natives, their Dreſs and Manners, revived 
in my Mind the Idea of our firſt Parents; and I 
% ſeemed to contemplate the World in its primitive 
State; they (the Negroes) are generally ſpeak- 
ing, very good natured, ſociable and obliging. 
I was not a little pleaſed (ſays he) with this my 
<« firſt Reception; it convinced me, that there 
* ought to be a conſiderable Abatement made in 
* the Accounts I had read and heard every where 
« of the ſavage Character of the Africans.------T'ob. 
« ſerved, both in Negroes and Moors, great Hu- 
“ manity and Sociableneſs, which gave me ſtrong 
ſafe amongſt them, 
« and meet with the Succeſs I defired in my En- 
« quiries after the Curioſities of the Country? 
Boſman, ſpeaking of the Negroes of that Part of 


gene- 


« friendly to Strangers, of 'a mild Converſation, 
# courteous, affable, and ealy to be overcome 


with Rei ſon; in Converſation they diſcover a 


« great Quickneſs of Parts and Underſtanding.” 
He adds, & That ſome Negroes, who have had n 


'* agreeable Education, have manifeſted a Bright- 


* neſs of Underſtanding equal to any of us.“ 
William Smith's Account of the Natives is, That 


he found them a civil good natured People, in- 


« duſtrious to the laſt Degree, and their Country 


* exceeding fertile. It is ealy (ſays he) to 
* perceive what happy Memoirs they are bleſſed 


6 with, and how great Progreſs they would make 


. in the Sciences, in Caſe their Genius was culti. 
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9 vated: with RE, They explain themſelves-in 

choice Terms, their e noble, and 
PF Manners polite;------this (he adds) is to be un- 
«© derſtood of the People of Diſtinction, as Officers, 
4 Merchantmen, and the like; for Peaſants, 
« Workmen and Shepherds, are as ignorant in 
<« theſe Parts as elſewhere.” _ 

Barbot lays, * The Inhabitants of C Olo are, for 
« the Generality, very civil, good natured People, 
« eaſy, to be dealt with, condeſcending to what the 
« Europeans require of them, in a civil Way; but 
if treated with Haughtineſs and rudely, they 
are ſtiff and high. and. will not yg on any 
* Account.? 

A. Brus, ſpeaking: of the People of. Benn, fays q 
- „ They are generally. good natured and civil, and 
may be brought to any Thing by. fair and ſoſt Mt 
Means. If you make them Preſents, they will MW» 

* recompenſe them double. If you want any WM"; 
Thing of them, and aſk it, they ſeldom deny it, WM, 
even tho! they had Occaſion for it themſelves: wi 
4. But to treat them harſhly, or think to gain any NG 
4 Thing of them by Force, is to diſpute with the . 
4 Moon.“ Artus, ſpeaking of the ſame People, 
fays, + They are a ſincere inoffenſive People, and - 
be do no Injuſtice either to one another or Strang- 
i. ers. He adds, that it is a capital Crime there t. 
* injure a Foreigner, which is ſeverely puniſhed. Mc 

In the Collection of Voyages, we are told, M* 
£6 That ſome Writers have repreſented the: Natives 
18 of Cape Meſurade, as faithleſs and cruel; but it 
ks is very likely this Repreſentation of their Diſpo 
e ſitions.was occaſioned by the Reſentment ted 
++ had ſhewn for the Ill- uſage received from the 
by Pn; ; 1 Capt. eſe n them Gol 
| e 
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n I civil and courteous”, And Sock figs, 4 He 

d found them a civil good natured People; but 
„that the late Injury they had received from the 
Ss, „ Engliſh, who had carried off ſome of their Peo- 
S, „ple, had fo exaſperated them, that it was to 
in be feared ſome Engliſh they had in their Power, 
g < would fall a Sacrifice to their Reſentment. 
or Altho' the extream Heat in many Parts of Guis 
e, sea, is ſuch, as is neither agreeable nor healthy to 


ne i the Europeans, yet it is well ſuited to the Conſtitu- 
ut 3 5 | 7 5 TIE tion 
ey 


ny * It is theſe Abuſes which the African have ſo often 
+ Wh fuffered from the Europrans; that have given Riſe to the fre- 

quent Contradictions we meet with in Authors, with reſpeR to 
dae Temper and Diſpoſition of the Negroes; one Author 45 
N ſpeaking well of ſome Nations, whilſt another Author repre- 
it Wl ſents the fame Nation as barbarous and ſavage. And, indeed, 
1111 ben it is confidered how often the Turopean: have moſt ww 
; vouſly provoked them, by treacherouſly carrying away ſoms 
Ty of their Country-men, Friends or Relations. It is not to. by. 
it, Wl wondered that ſome Negrae Nations ſhould have appear'd fire 
with Anger and Reſentment, againſt thoſe who have done N 
them Injuries of ſo affecting a Nature. In the Collection of 


Voyages it is ſaid, “ The frequent Injuries done to the A 
q B25 Negroes by the Europeans, in carrying off, have 
4 made them extremely ſhy and ſuſpicious. Ship in 


* which Capt. Smith went on the Coaſt, often lay before the 
« Town, and fired a Gun for the B/acks to come off, but not 
« a Soul came near them, At length they were informed the 
Natives ſeldom ventured on board an Engliſh Ship, for fear 
* of being carried away. After this Intelligence they ſhewed 
nothing but French Colours, by which Means the Natives 
« were brought to trade with them. Smith gives theſe Ne- 

« groes 4 bad Character; but in the Collection of Voyages it 
is ſaid that other Authors agree, that altho* they are in Ap-= 
pearance the moſt barbarous of all Guinea, yet are they, in 
the Main, polite and rational, and ſo reputed among 

their Neighbours.” _ 38 2 
Marcbais ſays, They appear rude and ſavage, but on 
dealing with them, you find them a good Sort of People, 
frank, civil, and the faireſt Traders on the Coaſt. 
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Kin of the Negroes: And it is to thoſe Heats that 
they are :ndebred for the Fertility of their Land, 
1 in moſt Places is ſo great, that with little 
Labour Grain and Fruit will grow in the resten 


. 
Andreu Brus, ſpeaking g of the great River 1 


gal, which runs many Hundred Miles within Land, 


ſays, © The farther you go from the Sea, the 


Country on the River ſeems more fruitful, and 
« well improved. It abounds. in Iadian Corn, 


& which is a never failing Commodity here 
« The Iſland of Bifeſha, which is formed by an 
c Arm of that River, abounds. in Indian and Gni- 
c nen Corn, Rice, Pulſe, Tobacco and Indi 

Wheat thrives well after the ſecond Crop. Cot⸗ 
te ton trees in plenty Here are vaſt Meadows, 


* which feed large Herds of great and ſmall Cat- 


66 tle--------Poultry are numerous, as well as wild 
« Fowl.” Yet it ſometimes happen that there is 


great ſcarcity in particular Places, ariſing from the 
unprovident Diſpoſition. of ſome of the Megre, 


who Have little thought of making an! horas 
but from one Harveſt to another, fo that they 

liable to ſuffer when that fails, or when the Locuſt 
devour the Produce; theſe Inſects ſometimes come 


in ſuch Swarms as to darken the Air, and deſtroy 
every green Thing that lays in their Way. 


The ſame Autbor, in his Travels to the South of 
the River Gambia, expteſſes his Surpriſe to.ſee 
The Land fo well cultivated, as he obſerved it 
« to be; ſcarce a Spot lay unimproved, the low 
« Ground divided by ſmall Canals, were all ſowed 
« with Rice; the higher Ground planted with In- 
dian Corn and Millet, and Peaſe of different 
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u Sorts, Beef and NMuteo very cheap, ax well 

„ Nl « all other Neceſſaries of Life. - 
le Babe Ayr, © The lader and Geber Cord' i 
i „e wn add reaped twice every Trarg the 
4 
dy 


« Harveſt is in Auguſt, and the other the latter 

End of the Year, though but ſmall; Corn 

« grows with little Trouble, very ſpecdily taking 

“ Root. Hadian Corn grows in the en e 
d in prodigious Quantities, and where Corn won 

% i ® ere Rice increaſes in Abundance, an 
12 Potatoes ate in the greateſt Plenty. 


—_— of the R 
en ee r 


u Villages. 
* through the whole * 
ed wir Corn, Potatoes and 
eloſe to each other; = Fra wi 
«is the only Ground that is abt bee 
* them, the Negroes L td Pics, Which 

* thought fertile; unculttyated, even - within 
„Hedges which” ineloſe Villages: And t 
very next Day after they. reaped they 
« ſure'to ſow ' again.” This fine Country -h 
very much depopulated, which, it is Hk 
was" owing to the Ineurſions made upon them 
by their Neighbours; in order to get Slaves to 
of ell to the: Europeans. For the ſame Boſman, — 
9 ing” of the er g Nation of Pope, ſays ;, 

on Plunder and the Save. Trade, 

it J in videh they exceed ſome of their Neigh' 
IW *'Bouth.” . 

Other Parts of the Coun be deſcribes, as 
* being full of Towns and Vi ; the Soil ve- 

* ty rich, and ſo well cultivated, as to look like 
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8} 
«.Oxen,. rr and the "Negroes- to 


| « be laborious.” 


oF wages WES, — the . Account of the 
Country of Delmina,.. and Cape Corſe, &c, for Beau» 
ty and Goodneſs, - and adds, & The more you 
come 7 towards that Part called the 
2 Slap af, the more Fels and, rich the 
Joil appears. 
e EN 10 .The ale pegs em 28 — 8 
zppl 


2. Hie e * is daily . 7 as 
« well 'by. Er gear 5 as 1 * re un theither 


0 2 9 72 Farts.“ He adds, dra the 


5 5 of its i. Mir, by the ative? Wars 
1 fomented amongſt the, Negroes» by the Dutch, 
« that there does not remain enough Inhabitants 
< to till the Country ;) abounded with fine well- 


« built and populous Towns, enriched; with vaſt 


“ Fields of 12 8 Cattle, Palm. Wine and Oil. 
6 The Inhabitants all. applying themſelves, with- 
out Diſtinction, to. Agriculture, ſowing, Corn, 

« prefling Oil, and draw ing, Wine from Palm 


'Y Trees, witli both of which it is plentifully ſtor= 
81 others to ap and boiling Salt, and 
e 


& other Trades, ir own. Account, or as 


„Brokers ma the Inland Blacks.” I 
Many more Accounts could be given of the 
a Diſpoſition, of the Generality of the Negroes, 
and of the Plenty their Country affords; but the 
Foregoing are ſufficient to ſhew them to be entirely 


. rom * r and malicious n 
1ome 
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ſome would have them thought to be. The 21 
Judgment and Induſtry ſufficient to culriva their 
Country, which in moſt Parts abounds in the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, and are ſo far from being uncapa- 
ble of Society, that they are generally a kind and 
well diſpoſed People. Neither are they to be diſ- 

iſed, with reſpect to the Manner in which Juſtice 
18 adminiſtred, in ſeveral” of the Negro Gwern- 
ments, which from the Accounts given by divers 
Authors, appears to be done with much Equity 
and Diſpatch, as might well be worthy the * 
tion of ſome more civilized People. 

Collec. Page 259, Le Maire, ſpeaking of the 
Government of the alofs (s whoſe Country is of a 
large extent) ſays, “ The King has under him ſe- 
« veral Miniſters of State, who aſſiſt him in the 
Government and Exerciſe” of Juſtice, © The 

grand Jerafo is the chief Juſtice thro” all the 
« King's. Dominion, des his Circuit from 
Time to Time to hear rennen and determine 
“ Controyerſies. The King's Treaſurer exerciſes 
the ſame Employ, but with a more limited FPow- 
« er, and has under him Alkairs, Who are Gover- 
* nors of Towns or Villages,------- -- Barbet con- 
firms the above Account, and adds, That the 
chief Juſtice inſpects the Behaviour of the Al- 


&« kairs of the ſeveral Diſtricts. 


Vaſconſelas, quoted by Barbot, ſays,. * That the 
4 Negroes on this Coaſt, much excel the Serftgas in 
their civil Government, as much better obſerv- 
ing diſtributive and communative Juſtice, and 

proceeding with much Prudence and Secrecy in 
* the Affairs which concern the Preſervation. or 
« aggrandizing of their State, being very impartial 
a * Ae Rewards, and infiftiog Puniſh- 

| Get ment. 
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6 t. The 8 
” Prince” s Counſellors, who 5 Te Hoy = 
& his Perſon; and the Men of ck — —— 
Experience are the de 1 ace ng ph 
<« in Oyer and 2 a r. They 
<« be done, on the Spot.. 3 
A. Brue, ſpeaking of the 12 e ai 05 
0 to the {al alofs, Tis Br liche) A Ee Fu: 
We 15 hed by 1 Place where he could 
< tice, he was ea to a The King was 
« obſerve what paſſed incog aeg 2 
* furrounded by ten id hi old we oe. kl — 
< heard the Parties ſe apicly, and Offers, — de 
« them to retire, conſu * Sek. led — 
« Deciſion, after which po . 8 
* and the Sentence W. ir i N 
< diately in Execution A W each 
ce actedeither as Counſel or 7 2 hap: Pleadr 
4 ed his own Cauſe 1 in very proper 1 * of Hh 
The fame Author, at Page 1 x0, s ret IG . 
$ Cor 5 x 1 King wr pub, regretted at his 
. &s and- Strangers. 
1 Death, equally by his Subje 7 
« He had ſettled ſo. good « Policy 7 ey of — 
10 Dominions, that the Merc pai 9 9 
r n 4 Man viſited him, 
« ſtolen, Whenever a WI f ns dt i Kügg. 
1 ** ſe Fes 3 nor durſt the 
c dom his arges uhm: 
« People exact any Thin 0g of Strangers, 
Pain of being fold for aug 5 the "A of 
Peter Helber, who was 5 750 e 
8 2 be * 1 ate on the abe . 
ape Geod-hepe, w 7 
r oy LR N 80 of the es 
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Piipgkician of the Negror Inhabicans of that Cohn, 
try, commonly called {ptientofs, ſays, Every 
6 Vile or red hes a Court 9 ci. 
10 and gompoſed Cap · 
« tain —_ the 1 eee who meet 


$6 for this Purpaſe iq the apen Field, ſuting in a 


4 Circle. Juſtice among the Hottentots Never fufo _ 
- fer as 1 in Europe, either by Corruption or which 


« is as bad, Delay. They have no Lawyer, pid 3 


„ Heaven: Fhe 'Plajniff and Defendant ple 
« their own Cauſe, ' The Court hears them, an 
% by a Majority of Votes decrees Poſleflian or Da- 
7 2 gr» ih caſe e Ae aylt or Battery, or other 
reſpaſs, without i or Obſtacle. In cri. 
> mien Matters, 28 Acdulteries and 


„ Robberies; the Guilty find no Nrotection ar 5 


6 . either from os "Wealth or Rank. 
When Difference happens between two Villages 
« of the ſame Nation: it is referred tq the Judg- 
ment of a national ( rt, who when they form 
1 their Revolutions, execute them wich 48 much 
4 Steadineſs and Vigour as a Roman Senate. "Ds 
*« Author adds: The European may hoaſt of their 
x Learning, Arts and Politeneſs; but where 
among them can they ſnew ſo wiſe, ſo happy 42 
Government as that of the Hattentots, owing en- 

(6 tirely to this, that it has for its Baſis the moſt 


4 perfect Libe berty of the People.“ They are the 


only Negro Nation that we know of, that are not 
engaged in making and ſelling Slaves; this wicked 
Practice n to be unknown amorgt theſe. 


Mon N | From 5 


% The 1 firmly . there is a * the Au- 
12 1 of all Things, whom they call the Gov of Gods: 
6s * it 4025 not appear that they have ang Inſtitution of 


2 Worlbip, 
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From what has been ſaid, it may be concluded 
that the' Negroes might have been happy, if the 
Europeans had not bore the Name only, but had, 
indeed, acted the Part of Chriſtians, in uſing their 
Endeavours, by Example as well as Precept, to 
make them acquainted with the glad Tidings of 
as Goel, ang with that change of Rouge and 


edemption 


« Worſhi direfly regardi his ſup reme Diety.” . When 
| reſſed ep, & Arik, aig bs fi themſelves by a . . 
That their firſt Parents ſo n offended this 

4 God, that he eurſed them a ir Poſterity with H be 
5* of Heart: 80 that they know 3 him, and have 
85 leſs Inclination to ſerve him.“ Ws 


Halben, who lived eight Years in that Country, and examin- 


ed with the greateſt Precaution into all the Cu oms, Mannery 
and Opinions of the, Hottentorr, ſets theſe People in a quite 
different Light from what they appear in former Authors, 
hom he corrects and blames for the Falfhoods they have wan- 
ly told of them — e allows they are juſtly. blamed 
for their Glo « The Lovk of Indolence and Liberty, 
« he ſays is their All: Compulfion is Death ts them. "While 
2 Neceſſity obliges them to work, they are very tractable, 
. ©* obedient and ful; but when they have. got enough to 
« 2 the preſent Want, they are deaf to all farther Entrea- 
c He frther faults them for theirNaſtineſs, the Effefts of 
Soll, and 1 of Drink, as alſo for the Frattiſe of ſome 
unnatural Cuſtoms, which long Uſe has fo eſtabliſhed amongſt 
them, that it is difficult to convince them of their [nreaſona- 


bleneſs: Which ee V. the Recon he gives of the 


general good Diſpoſition of theſe People, there is great Reaſon 
G he no thay might be perſuaded we Fon hg if a truly 
chrififan Care was extended towards them. At Page 349 
of the zd. Vol. the Author ſays, They are eminently diſtin- 
«" viſhed by many Virtues; as their mutual | Benevelence 

* Feiendfhig and Hoſpitality; they breath Kindneſs * 
Good - will to one another; and ſeek all Opportunities of 
66 obliging. Is a Hettento?”s Aſſiſtance required by one of his 
Country- men, he runs to give it: Is his Advice aſked, ke 
« gives it with Sincerity: Is his Courtry-men in Want he-re- 


| © leives him to the utwoſt of his Power; Ro a abs x 
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Redemption from Sin, which 3 
this, if attended to, would: — —— 
productive of the p le Fruits of Rig 
neſs; Innocence and Love; would have. in 
Gre n, intend of proving the Vage of 
C 8 in 8 Vengeance 
a Jealous Gon, would have been the happy In- 
ſtruments of compleating theſe poor ns | 
pineſs. But the Reverſe has happened the Euro- 
peans; forgetful of their Profeſſion and Duty, as 
Men and Chriſtians,” have conducted in ſuch 4 
Manner; as muſt neceſſarily. raiſe in the Minds! of 
the Thoughtful and — Negros, the ut- 
moſt — and Deteſtation of the Chriſtian Name. 
They have made all other Confideratiotis: give way 
to an inſatiable Deſire of Gain, and are become 
the principal and moving Cauſe of the moſt abo- 
minable and dreadful Scene, that was, 85 
ever. ated upon this Globe: Every Thing, ap 
the Power of the Negre Kings have been made 
ſubſervient to anſwer his wicked B e; inſtea@k 
of being Protectors of their People, theſe Rulers; 
allured by, the tempting Baits laid before them by 
be IG! (fc. TORR. en the nee 
their 
| rt «73 90 
4 tends even to — Strangers. In travelling thro? the 


Cape Countries, you meet with a chearful and open ny 


« tion, in whatſoever Village you come to. In fert, th 
« tegrity of the Hottentors; their 'Strickneſs and Celerity 1 
M the Execution ef Juſtice, and their Chaſtity are eq 


% few Nations. An amiable Simplieity of Manners adorns ; 
40 their Actions.“ 
Numbers of theſe People have given it as a Reaſon f. 
their not harkening to Chriſtianity, that they were 2 
* by the Envy, Ares Luſt aud njuſtice, ahick they ad 
6 cds attach ct 1 159307 


pen 
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[TS 
utthappy:. and become their © 
2 1 — ee by the owing Ae 


a count;: A. * i 
:: Francs: Moore, Fadtor: to the African Cum 725 
in 17300 tells his Meade, That when the 
&, of:Banfal wants Goods or Brandy; he ſends: : 
4 ' to tlie | Governor at Jahtes'$ 
Forty td deſire hewontdrferd up a with 2 
„ Cargo of Goods, which, / ſays: the bor, the 
, Govethar:ever fails to do: Agaitft the Time 
& the Veſſel / arrives; the Ming plunders ſome of 
44 his Edemits Tom, felling. the-Pevple for ſuch 
\ Goods, as he wants, which commonly is Brandy 
% or Rum; Gunpowder Ball Fife-arriisy Piſtols 
and Cutlaſſes for his Soldiers; Sci and, Coral 
2 andSilver for hist Wives and —— <IN 
Fe a War wink no neighbouring King; he 
_ © falls upon om of his o.] n Towns, and makes 
_ 4 boldto fell his on miserable Suthects He of- 
_ <' ten goes wirk ſomr of his: by a Ton in 
Day- time; and returns in the- r, and 
_ + -{ets/Fire to three Parts of it, placing Guards at 
«. the:Fourth,. to ſeize the thar run out of 
the Fit, then ties their: Arms behind them, and 
« marches them to Foar of Robone, hefe be ſells 
« them.” 
Buh the French Fucdor, ſays; „ That having 
4 received Goods; hie wrote to the King, that if 
7 he had a ſufficient Number of Slaves, he was 
4 reach to trade with ms this Prince; ſays: that 
® Author; as well as the other Negros Monarchs, 
have x bad aſure- . of ſupplying his Defici- 
4% encies, by ſelling their.own Subjects; for which 
4 they ſeldom want Pretenſions of ſome Kind or- 
25 other to juftify- 9 man 
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act a Part ſo inconſiſtent with their Duty; but here 


they may plead the Example and Solicitationof the 
ng s. * The King had Re- 

& courſe to this Method, by ſeizing three” Hun» 

and ſent Word to Brus, 


more 


« dred'of his own 
5 that he had the Slaves ready to deliver. tor the 


„Goods.“ The ſame Author further adds, 


« Thatifome of the Natives are, on all Occaſions, 


2 — — to ſurprize and carry off their 


Country Rm They land (ſays he) without 
<<. Noiſe, —— hey find any lone Cottage, wich- 
« out Defence, 7 it, and carry of all 


1 the People and Effects to their Boat: | 


4. Slaves are ſold to the 
< Perſons of ſome Rank, Frieads: can te- 
deem them, by paying two! oath or five or 
„ fix Oxen;,” 

FJobn Barbot fays, & The Slaves 2 by ha: . 


Rings; thus ſecking Fretences to cover che 5 
Crimes, ſhew they are not quite void of Shame, 
nor mienſible that Covetouſneſs induces them t 


— 


i ęrocs are for the moſt Part-Priſoners' dt War, r 


taken in the Incurſions they make into their 
« Enemies Territories; others are ſtolen away b 
« their own Countrymen. Abundance of litt 
&. Blacks, of both Sexes, are ſtolen away by their 
14 Neighbours, when found abroad; on on the Randt, 
or in the Woods, or elſe in the Corn Fields, at 
the Time of the Year when their Parents ketp _ 
them there all Day, 2000p . amen 
1 mall Birds.“ +4 2-38 it 336 4 
Francis Moore, the Englib Factor, xr, Lays, „ That 
o captivating the People is, by Cuſt om, becoma 
< fo familiar, that when the King of wants 
* io make a Freſent to the Factor, for what be has 
$6. I » 4 received _ 
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£. received of: him, he ſends to have two or three 
+ Slaves taken up at the neareſt Village. Unhap- © 
„ py (aays that Author) are they, who at tha 
Time fall into the Hands of his Guards, for 
0 they ſtay to make no Choice.” And he further 
adds, That in Battle they ſpare the Enemies as 
. „ much as poſſible, but it is only that they may 
have the more Slaves; from which even'Berſons 
- of Quality, taken Priſoners, are not enempted 
That the Merchants bring down ſome Years, to 
* that Factory, to the Amount of two Thouſand 
40 Slaves; which, they ſay, are taken Priſoners in 
z War. Theſe they buy From the different Prin& 
es, who take — many of them come from 
a great Way In- land. Their Way of bringing 
OY them, is tying them by the Neck with Leathetſ 
Thongs, at about a Yard Diſtance from each 
* \ ather, having generally a Bundle of Corn, ot 
2 Elephants Teeth, on each of their Heads, 'Fhit- 
* ty or Forty in a String.” © The Author judg- 
es, That the Number af Merchants wha fol- 
-< lowed: this Trade were about an Hundred“ 
BVome Authors ſay, * They go ſix or ſeven Hun- 
dred Miles up the Country, with Goods bought 
from che Egli, with which they purchaſe 
-* theſe Slaves, and Ivory. Beſides thoſe 
. Slaves, there are many bought along the River; 
e theſe are either taken in War, as the:former, or 
Men condemned tor Crimes, or Perſons ſtolen, 
* which is very frequently. Since the Slave. 
't« Trade has been — watt all Puniſhments art 
-* commuted in this; and they {train hard for 
e Crimes, in order to have the Benefit of ſelling 
:< the Criminal; ſo that not only great Crimes hui 


even willing ones, 9 punihedowith ' 
* Saver. 12 
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ap- Pope, who e and the Slave _— 
chaff Trade, in- which they exceed ſome» of their A 
for © Neighbours, becauſe, being endued with a 
much r Share of Courage, they rob. more 
«ſucceſsfully; aſſured him, that if he would 
« have Patience. for three Days, they would be. 
able to deliver him One or Two Hundred Slaves, 
4 and. that their Incurſions ſucceeded fo well, they: 
« returned with about Two Hundred: That the 
Inhabitants of Arda were ſa diligent in the Slave 55 
Trade, that they were able to deliver a Thou 
« ſand Slaves every Month; and that if there hap- C 
% pened to be no Stock of Slaves when the Veſſelss 
arrived, they would ſometimes ſend their Co- 
„ modities Two Hundred Miles deep in the Coun--, __ 
try“ (a later Author ſays,” they have now car T- 
ned the Trade Five Hundred Miles farther, going. 2 — 
b 


now Seven Hundred Miles back into the Country): 
2 where Markets of Men were kept in the ſame- 5 * 
Manner as thoſe of Beaſts with us. Moſt of the | 
Slaves are Priſoners of War, which are fold by, 
the Victors as their Booty, When. theſe Slaves: 255 
* come to Fida, they are put in Priſon altogether; ; 
* and when (ſays he) we treat concerning buying 
them, they are all brought out together in 4. 
large Plain, where, by our Surgeons, they. are; _ 
thoroughly examined, and that nakggtoo, . both 
Men and Women, without the leaſf Diſtinction, 
F or Modeſty. * Thoſe which are approved as, 
22 . . . good 


From the above Account of the indecent and ſfeckidg, 
Manner in which the unhappy: Negroes are treated, it is/reaſb- - - 
able for Perſons unacquainted with theſe People to conclude 
hem to be void of that natura! Modeſty ſo becoming a.:reaſo,,. #8 
ale. Creature, otherwiſe the Zuroprans —_— 7. 15 
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t pond, are ſet on one Side; in the mean while a 
'« burning Iron, with the Arms or Name of the 
Companies, lies in the Fire, with which ours 
< are marked on the Breaſt. When we have 
< agreed with the Owners of the Slaves, they are 
< returned to their Priſons, where, from that 
Time forward, they are kept ar our Charge, 
„ coſt us To- pence a Day a Slave, which ſerves to 
jubſiſt them like our Criminals on Bread and 
% Water; ſo that, to ſave Charges, we ſend them 
on board our Ships the very firſt Opportunity; 
< before which, their Maſters ſtrip them of all 
<< they have on their Backs, fo that they come on 
board ſtark naked, as well Women as Men: In 
s ä GG, „ which 


wſe them in ſo ſhameful a Manner; but thoſe who have had 
Intercourſe with the Blacks in theſe northern Colonies, know 
that this would be a wrong Concluſion, for they are, indeed, 
as ſuſceptible of Modeſty and Shame as other People: It is 
the unparallel'd Brutality to which the Europeans have by Jong 
Cuſtom been innured, which urgeth them to act, without 
bluſhing, ſo ſhameful a Part. Such a Uſage is certainly 
es to the poor Negroes, particularly the Women, but 
they are Slaves, and muſt ſubmit to this, or any other Abuſe. 
which may be offered them by their cruel Taſk-maſters, or ex- 
| to be inhumanly tormented. e 
Tbat this brutiſn Conduct is ſhameful, even in the Eyes 


of the Blacks, appears from a Quotation taken out of the Col- 
lection of ab Vol. 2, Page 204, a,. At an Aus 
i 


dience wh Ca/2neuve had of the King of Congo, where 

* he was ute wich a great deal of Civility by the Blacks, 

** ſome Slaves were delivered to him. The King obſerving 

** Cafſeneuve (according to the Cuſtom of Eutopeans) to han- 

dle the Limbs of the Slaves, burſt out a laughing, as did 

the great Mey about him; the Factor aſking: the Interpreter 
the Occaſion of their Mirth. was told it proceeded from his | 
% ſo nicely. examining. the Slaves. Nevertheleſs, the King 
* was ſq aſhamed af it, that he defired him for Decency Sake 
t do it in a more private Manner, which, ſays the Ather, 

I pewe the #/acks to be very madeſt. N 


. . 


and Inhumanity 


affectionate Children, in continual Da 


29 * 


« which e . are obliged — F 
the Maſter of the Ship is not fo charitable (which 
« he commonly is) Ae ſomething on them 
« to cover their Nakedneſa Six or Seven Hun- 
« dred are ſometimes put on board a Veſſel, where 
they lie as cloſe together as poſſible for them to be 
« crouded. RESI doubt oy toys the ſame - "Author, 


« but this Trade ſeems. very . to: you, 
* but fince it is followed 2 meer — — A 4. 
0 nul go . B54 > 100381 20 


What Neceſſity * the Author mean. no 09 
Neceſſity appears but that ariſing from the Deſire 
of amaſſing Riches; a Neceſſu laid on worldy 


Men, by their hard Taſk -maſter the Devil? Many 
more Examples might be given to ſnhew the arbi= 


trary and tyrannick Oppreſſion with- which this 
Trade is carried on, and the Devaſtation and 
Bloodſhed it occaſions in thoſe unhappy People's 


Country; but I truſt this is ſufficient to convince 


the candid, conſiderate Reader of the Unlawfulneſs: 
of the Trade. And, indeed, 
what Diſtreſs, can we conceive equal to the Alarms, 
the Anxiety and Wrath, which muſt ſucceed one 
another in the Breaſts of the tender Parents, or 

anger of * 
torn one from another, and dragged into a State of 
cruel Bondage:  * Reader if the Lmpyetiipns of 
_ Grace, 


b oil Mihine, Surgeon to Commedibey' Ogle, why on the 
Coaſt of Guinea, heared that the Trade which the Hug uſed 
to carry on with the Cobebabou and Dretoin Negroes was' at 2 


Stand; thoſe Places having been lately deftroyed by the Santee = 
Negroes a Nation af In-land- Hacks, who were a 


xx 
4 
- 
4 


t,t 


Grace, or even the common-Feelings' of Human- 
ty are not ſuppreſſed in thy Heart, by the Love of 
Gain, compare what thou haſt read with che Equi- 


ty, the Sympathy, the Tenderneſs and affectionate 


Love, which is the Life of Chriſtianity, and then 
ſay, what Concord og Affinity can theſe Fruits have 

one with another: May not this Trade be truly 
ſaid to be the moſt iniquitous and crueleſt Act of 
Violence and Rapine, when conſidered in all itt 
Circumſtances, that to our Knowledge is perpetrat-, 
ed in any Part of the World. Yet Thanks be to 
the great Father of the Family of the whole Earth, 
that it is not only in America, that ſeveral who are 
nearly intereſted in the Proſperity of thele Colo- 
nies, and more obviouſly acquainted with the deſ- 
tructive Conſequences attendant on this iniquitous 
Practice, are induced publickly to teſtify. againſt 


it, but that a noble Indignation is alſo raiſed in the 


Breaſt of many in our Mother Country, zealouſly- 


to declare againſt ſo unparalle'd an Invaſion of 


the Rights and Liberties of Mankind, among 
which it may, perhaps be ſufficient only to inſtance 
the following, in order to give the Reader an Idea 
af the Sentiments of many other worthy Perſons 


in this Caſe, viz. George Wallis, à Gentleman of 


the Law, in a Book wrote by him, intituled 4 
Syſtem f the Principles f the Law of Scotland; 
where, {peaking of the Slavery of the Negroes in 

5 1 PIN 5 our 
the Abuſes they had received from the Cobebaben and Drewin- 
People, who had made frequent Incurſions in their Country 
and pany yard, or carried away their People to be ſold for 
Slaves. Doubtleſs this Devaſtation was owing to the Slaue- 
Trade, the Opportunity the Cobehahox Negroes had of ſelling. 


Slaves to the Exropeans, was what induced them to aſſault the 
T land Blacks, which brought ſuch Deſtruction upon them: 
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„dur Colonies, he ſays; „ We all know that hey 


(the Neęroes) are purchaſed from their Princes, 


ho pretend to have a Right to diſpoſe of them, 
< and that they are, like other Commodities, 
« tranſported by the Merchants, who have 
= bought them, into America, in order to be ex- 
% poſed to Sale. If this Trade admits of a moral 
„or a rational Juſtification, every 'Crime, even 
* the moſt atrocious, may be juſtified. Governᷣ- 
ment was inſtituted for the Good of Mankind; 
% Kings, Princes, Governors, are not * 
* of thoſe who ate ſubject to their Authority 
they have not a Right to make them miſerabl e. 
On the contrary, their Authority is veſted in 
them, that they may, by the juſt Exerciſe of it, 
5 the Happi els of Geir: People. Of 
« Courſe, the Foes.» not a Nagin to r of their 
* Liberty, — to ſell them for Slaves. 
% no Man — a Right to acquire or to purchaſe 
them; Men and their Liberty are not in Cam- 
© mercia,) they are not either ſaleable or purchaſe- 
* able. One, therefore, has no body but himſelf 
to blame, in caſe he ſhall find himſelf deprived 
4. of a Man, whom he thought he had, by buying 
<« for a Price, made his own; for he dealt in 
* Trade which was illicit, and was 


2 
prohibited by 
« the moſt obvious Dictates of Humanity 


For 
% theſe Reaſons every one of thoſe unfortunate 
* Men, who are pretended to be Slaves, has 3 
„Right to be declared to be free, for he never 


* loſt his Liberty; he could not loſe it; his Prince 


* had no Power to diſpoſe of him. Of Courſe the 
* Sale was ip/o Jure void. This Right he carries 
« about with him, and is entitled DG to 
2 < gt it . As _ ty" he 


4 
* 


Beſides, 


8 0 . 
11 
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comes into 4 Country in which the Judges are 
not forgetful of their own Humanity, it is their 
2 Duty to remember that he is a: Man, and to de- 
clare him to be free. I know it has been ſaid, 
that Queſtions concerning the State of Perſons 
© ought to be determined by the Law of the 
Country to which they belong; and that, there- 
fore, one who would be declared to be a Slave 
in America, ought, in caſe he ſnould happen to 
be imported into Britain, to be adjudged ae- 
* cording to the Law of America to be a Slave; 
* a Doctrine than which nothing can be more 
4 barbarous. Ought the Judges of any Country, 
cout of Reſpect to the Law of another, to ſhew 
no Reſpect to their Kind, and to Humanity. 
Out ot Reſpect to a Law, which is in no 
1 Sort obligatory upon them, ought they to diſre- 
gard the Law of Nature, which is obligatory 

4 on 2 Men at all Times, and in all Places: Are 
any Laws ſo binding as the eternal Laws of NI « 

«6 Net Is it doubtful, whether a Judge ought Il « 
'*:to pay greater Regard to them, than to thoſe II « 
& arbitrary and inhuman Uſages which prevail in a 
„ diſtant Land? Aye, but our Colonies would be 
4 

$i 
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„ ruined, it Slavery, was 'abolihed. Be it fo; 
% would it not from thence follow, that the Bulk II « 
* of Mankind ought to be abuſed,. that our ock. 
5. ets may be filled with Money, or;our Mouths If « 
with Delicacies? The Purſes of Highwaymen Þf « 
« would be empty in caſe Robberies were totally NI « 
ec aboliſhed; but have Men a Right to acquire «« 
« Money by going out to the H ighway ? Have Þ « 
* Men-a Right to acquire it by — their Þ « 
$6 Fellow ä miſerable? Is it lawful to 4 
& W that „ b. « 
1 Wn or 


are ben een db grinified'Not 
*..'There-is ſuch a Thing as Juſtice, to which the 


heir 
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£ , moſt ſacred Regard is due. It ought to be in- 
4, violably obſerved. Have not theſe 


„Men à better Right to their Liberty, 2 ; 


« their Happineſs, than our, American Merchants 


4 have to the Profits which they make by torturing 


* their Kind? Let therefore our Colonies be 


« ruined, but let us not render ſo many Men mi- 


. ſerable. Would not any of us, who ſhould- 


be ſnatched by Pyrates from his native Land, 
think him cruelty abuſed, and at all Times 
4 intitled to be free. Have not theſe unfortunate 
* Africans, who meet with the ſame cruel” Fate, 
« the ſame Right? Are not they Men as well as 
we, and have not the {ame Senſibility t 
« Let. us not; therefore, defend or ſupport a Uſage 
which is con to all the 1 


gut it is falſe, that either we or our Colonies | 


* would be ruined by the Abolition of Slavery. 
It might occaſion a Stagnation of Buſineſs for 
* a ſhort Time. Every Alteration” pro- 
«- duces that Effect; becauſe Mankind cannot, 
* on a ſudden, find Ways of diſpoſing of theri- 
« ſelves and of their Affairs: But it would pro- 
& duce many h Effects. It is the Slavery 
« which is permitted in America that has hi 
« it from becoming 
* otherwiſe | have done. 
* and in a few Gene 


Let the Ne 


this vaſt and fertile 


Continent would be undded with Inhabitants „ 
81 . Arts, and every Thing would flout= 
* iſh 3 them; inſtead of being inhabited 


4 by wild Beaſts, and by Savages, it would be 
ee by nber and by Men.” ond a 


o ſoon populous, as it woule 


* | 
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L Ftancis. 'Hatcbeſon Profeſſor of Philoſophy, at 
the Univerſity of Glaſgow, in his Syſtem of Mora 


64 
-Philojophy, Page 211, ſays, „“ He who de- 
+ tains another by Force in Slavery, is always! 

60 
« 
&> 


% bound to prove his Title. The Slave ſold 
* r carried into a diſtant Country muſt not be 
obliged to prove a Negative, that he never fon 
4 his Liberty. The violent Poſſeſſor muſt in 
all Caſes ſhew his Title, eſpecially where the“ 
old Proprietor is well known. In this Caſe each 
Man is the original Proprietor of his own- Li- 
-<-berty.. The Proof of his lokngfit: muſt be in- 
-««.-eumbent-on thoſe who deprive him of it by 
Force. The Jetiſb Laws had great regard to 
— Juſtice, about the Servitude of Hebrews, found.“ 
* ing it only on Conſent or ſome Crime or Dam 
age, allowing them abways a. proper Redreß Il < 
upon any cruel Treatment; and fixing a lim 
ted Time for it, unleſs upon Frial the Servant 
inclined to prolong it. The Laws about foreign 4 
4 Slaves had many merciful Proviſions againſt im- 
* moderate Severity of the Maſters. 2 under 
Chriſtianity, whatever Lenity was due from 
an Hebrew towards his Country Man muſt be 
due towards all; ſince the Diſtinctions of Na- 
tions are — ag to the Point of Humas 
„ nity and Mercy, as well as natural Right, nay 
% ſſome of theſe. Rights, granted over foreign 
Slaves may juſtly be deemod only ſuch Induk 
-<<, gencies, as thoſe, of Poligamy and Divorce, R 
0 granting only external, Impunity in ſuch Prac- di 
< tice, and not ſufficient Nec: of then. i he 
wy Conſcience.” « 
Page 85. It's leaded that, $6 In anne his P, 
E barous Nations unleſs the Captives were da 2 
39%; Ke | | | or 
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'& for Slaves they would all be murthered.: They 


9 
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therefore owe their Lives, and all they can do 
ce to their Purchaſers ; and ſo do their Children 
„ho would not otherwiſe have come into Lite: 
« But this whole Plex: is no more than that of the 
9 negormum utile geſtum, to Which any civilized Na- 
tion is bound by Humanity, tis a prudent ex- 
4 penſive Office — for the Service of others 
« without a gratuitous Intention; and this — 2 
* no other Right. than that to full C | | 
4 of all Charges and Labour.” nen. = the 
& Benefit of others. 
 * A.Set of inaccurate aki Phiaſes, bind , 
« us in theſe Matters, Captives owe their Lives, 
and all to the Purchaſers, ' ſay they, juſtrin hne 
“ ſame: Manner, we, our Nobles, and Prindes; 
* often owe our Lives to Midwives, Chirurgeons; 
« Phyſicians, c. one who w¼˖ãƷ the Means of 
preſerving a Man's Life is not therefore inti- 
* ruled to make him a Slave, and. ſell him as 4 
Piece of Goods. Strange that in any Nation 
* where a Senſe of Liberty prevails, where: the 
„ Chriſtian; Religion is proſeſſed, Cuſtom and 
high Froſpects of Gain can o. ſtupify the Conſi 
« cience of Men, and-all Senſe of natural Juſtice; 
that they can hear ſuch Computations made 
about the Value of their Fellow-Men, and their 
Ms Liberty, without Abhorrenee and Indignation.“ 
James Foſter,” D. D. in his Diſcourſes on Matura 
Religion and Sacia! Virtus, alſo thews his juſt: In- 
diguation at this wicked Practice, which 


he declares to be 4 criminal. and outrageons 


* Violation of the natural Rigbi of Mankind.” At 
Page 156, 2 Vol. he ſays, Should we have 
en 6 Greeks'0 or. W 


) 


de; 
©. 


ES 


* their own Species, whom they certainly knew 
that this would involve in Schemes of Blood 
< and Murther, of deſtroying, or enſlaving each 
4 other, that they even fomented Wars, and en- 
« gaged whole Nations and Tribes in open Hoſti- 
66 lities, for their own private Advantage; that they 
had no Deteſtation of the Violence and Cruelty 
.*© but only feared the ill Succeſs of their inhuman 
* Enterpriſes ; that they carried Men like them- 
“ ſelves, their Brethren, and the Off- ſpring of 
« the ſame common Parent, to be fold like 
* Beaſts of Prey, or Beaſts of Burden, and put 
« them to the ſame reproachful Trial, of theit 
« Soundneſs, Strength and Capacity for greater 
* bodily Service; that quite forgeting, and re- 
* nouncing, the original Dignity of human Na- 
ture, communieated to all, they treated them 
„ vith more Severity and ruder Diſcipline, than 
* even the Ox, or the 4/5, who are void of Under. 
* ſtandingſhould we not if this had been the 
_ < Cafe, have naturally been led to deſpiſe all their 
* pretended Refinements of Morality ;" and to have 
concluded, that as they were not Nations def. 
<« titue of Politeneſs, they muſt have been entire 
Strangers to Virtue and Beneuolenſeſee. 
But, notwithſtanding this, we ourſelves (who 
<« profeſs to be Chriſtians, and boaſt of the pe- 
* cultar Advantage we enjoy, by Means of an ex- 
. © prefs Revelation of our Duty from Heaven) 
«are in Effect, theſe very untaught and rude 
« Heathen Countries. With all our Superi 
Light, we inſtil into thoſe, whom we call ſavage 
5 and barbarous, the moſt deſpicable Opinion 
e gt human Nature. We, ta the utmoſt poi, 
3 - | Fower, 


AX 


chat they traded, with view to make Slaves of 
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i Power, weaken and — Tas - . 
that bind and untfes Mankind. We practice 
« what we ſhould'exclaim againſt, as the utmoſt 
0 Exceſs of Cruelty and Tyranny, if Nations 
* the World, differing in Colour, and Form 
Government from ourſelves, were ſo poſſeſſed 
« of: Empire, as to be able to reduce us to a State 
9 * of unmerited and brutiſh Servitude. Of con 
uence we facrifice our Reaſon; our Hu. 
« manity, our Chriſtianity to an unnatural ſordid 
Gain. We teach other Nations to deſpiſe and 
* trample under Foot, all the Obligations of fo- 
„ cial Virtue. We take the moſt effectual Me- 
* thod to prevent the Propagation of the Gaſpel, 
«by: repreſenting it as a Scheme of Power and bar» 


« barous Oppreſſion, and an to the 
* natural Priviledges and Rights of 3 
Perhaps all, that I have now offered, 


may be of very little Weight to reſtrain this 
« Enormity, this ravated Ini - Hows. 
« ever I ſhall ſtill have the Satisfaction, of having 
entered my private Proteſt againſt a Practice 
« which, in my Opinion, bids that Gon, who ia 


« the: Gov and Fucker ofa Gentiles, uncon. - 


« yerted to Chriſtianity, moſt daring and bold 
« Defiance and ſpurtis ar dl the Principles, both 


"wy of natural and revealed 3 h 


| - Exrnacrs from 42 Pampblet, mad, 
res Dialogues on the Max-TRADE. . 
"Printed in London, in the Year” I 760. 


JT HE African Backs'ure as property” — 
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of the ſame Species, and are originally Jeſcerifled 
from the ſame Parents, they have the ſame 
rational Powers as we have; they are free moral 
Agents, as we are, and many of them have as 
good natural Genius, as good a as brave a Spirit 
as any of thoſe to whom they are made Slaves. 
To trade in Blacks, then, is to trade in Men; the 
tblack-ſkin'd and the white-ſkin'd being all of the 
lame Species, all of the human Race, are by Nas 
are upon an Equality; one Man in a State of 
Nature, as we are with Refpect to the Inhabitants 
of Guiney, and they with Reſpect to us, is not ſus i 
perior to another Man, nor has any. Authority or 

Dominion over him, or any Right to lay his Com- 
mands upon him: He that made us, made them; 
and all of the ſame Clay: We are all the Work: 
manſhip of his Hands, and he hath aligned this 

Globe to the human Race, to dwell upon: He 
hath given this Earth, in common, to the Chile 
dren of Men.-----Gop gave to Man Dominion 
over the Fi of the Sea, end over the Fowl of the 
Air, and over the Cattle, and over all the! Earth, and 
ever every creeping Thing that creepeth upon the Earth, 
Gen. 1. 26 - but not to any One Man over another: 
Nor can one Man, on any Suppoſition whatever, 
become the Property, or Part of the Goods or 
= of another Man ; as his. Horſe: or his 

Jog is. 

412 European Whites, and the African Blacks, 
are all under the ſame Moral Law, the eternal 
Law of Reaſon, which Gep hath written upon 
the Table of Man' s Heart. We and they are 
Members of one and the ſame great Society, 
read over the Face of the whole Earth, under 
one ee ſame Supreme en and J * 5 
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und are joined together, by the Baſe! and ſtrotig 
Ties of. human Nature, common to us all; and 


it is in this Bond of Humanity, that is the Fouts 
dation of all other particular Ties and Connections 
between Men, and gives Strength to them all. 
---=-=A_ Patriot, or a Lover of his Country, is a 
brave Character; but a Lover as mn i 
braver Character. 7 

Our being Chriſtians does not give us any 
na Superiority, or any Authority: whatever, 
over thoſe who are not Chriſtians-. CHRIS T's 
Kingdom is not of this World; neither does 


"Chriſtianity diſſolve or free us from the Obliga- 


tions of Juſtice, Equity, and Benevolence to- 
wards: our Fellow Creatures of the ſame Species, 
be they Jews, Mahometans, or even black-ſkurd 
Heat bens, which the Law of Nature lays us uns 
der; but, on the contrary, greatly ſtrengthens 
them. The Fews, in our Saviour's Time, un- 
derſtood that Precept, Thou Salt love thy Neigh. 
bour as thyſelf, in à very confined Senſe, as re- 
lating only to their own Countrymen. But this 
Precept, as adopted into the Chriſtian Religion, 
takes in all Mankind. By our Neighbour we 
are to underſtand every Individual of the human 
Species. We are commanded in the Goſpel 
to render all ther Dues, and to do unto others, as 
we would they ſhould do unto us, to be kind, merci. 
ful and compaſſionate, to be ready to communicate, 
and to do Good. Which Precept, and many o- 
thers to the ſame Purpoſe, are not to be unders 
in ſuch a narrow Senſe, as if they relate 
to theſe who are of the ſame Religian with 
ourſelves, or whoſe Skin is of the ſame: Colour 
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with ours, as is evident from other . of 


1-1. 


the Gofpel; We are commanded to do Gad ty 
all, eſpecially to thoſe who are , the: Howſoold' of 
Faith, to imitate our Father, who: doeth 
Good to all, and whoſe tender Mercies are aver al 
is Works, yea, and to love our Enemies. Thest 
Propoſitions I believe no body would have refuſed 
to grant; but though they are fo evident that fe 
will expreſly deny, or diſpute the Truth of them, 
yet, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that thofe 'w * 
are concerned in the Man- Trade, do not allow 
themſelves to think on theſe Truths impartially 
ſeriouſly to conſider them, and lay them to Heart; 
but that on the contrary, they have, ſome how 
or other, a Kind of confuſed Imagination, ot 
half formed Thought, in their Minds, that the 
Blacks are hardly of the ſame Species with the 


white Men, but are Creatures of a Kind ſome 


what inferior: I ſay it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 1} 
for I do not know how to think that any white 
Men could find'in their Hearts, that the common 
Sentiments of Humanity would permit them to 


. treat the black Men in that cruel, barbarous 


Manner in which they do treat them, did they 
think and conſider that theſe have rational im- 
mortal Souls, that they are made after the Image 

of Gon, as well as | rhe and tha | bein 
in the ſame Body, they have the ſame Paſſions, 
Senſes and Feelings, as they have, and are as ſuf: 
ceptible of Pain and Grief, and upon the» ſame 
Occaſions, as they. ------Man-ſtealing, i is not only 
unlawful I think it the moſt atrocious, ook 
teſtate Crime. To ſteal a Horſe, or to 
Man on the Road of his Money, is rech F 
among us, a capital Crime, deſerving Death and 
B * puniſhable with Death. W _ 
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"Ol he deſerve, what Puniſhmiwr can be ger 
enough for him, who; ſteals a Man, 4 Crime, in 
Compariſon with which Horſe-Maling - or rob- 
bing on the Highway is but a little trifling Faulty 

ſte, excuſeable And venial. Mariſtealers were, 
* the Law of Moſes,” puniſhed with Death. He 
that Realeth a Man, or if be be. found in bis Hand 
he fall fire ;te all v6 Death, © Exod. xxi.. 16. 
And'in the 10 8 ent, 1 Tin. i. 10.” Man- 
ſtealers are 125575 amongſt the yer pms 24 F 
Men. Can any Thi be r more 
barogs? than to 2 n human pie, 10, 5 
take rhem away by Force from their native Coun- 
try, from their Friends and Relations, for ever; 
Children from their tender Parents, Parents fon 
their dear Children, Women from their beloved 
Huſbands, and Huſbands from their beloved 
Wives, and drive them, like „to Market, 
there to be fold for Slaves for E e? How great 
muſt be the Miſery thoſe poor Cieatiires are in, 
and the Agonies * Mind "They feel, when they 


themſelves, ſome of them have PRLAS End to 
their Lives. And how grievous, qiſtreſſed, 
vw muſt be the Condition of their Friends and Rela- 
& tions, who are deprived of them, and ſhall never 
„ee their Faces any more ? It is horrid,” it is ock. 
CM ing to think of ſuch "Cruelty and Barbaxity. 
e What Monſters in Nature then, deſtitute of alt: 
7 

4 

; 

j 

1 

$ 


Humanity and Compaſſion, muſt they be, who- 
are guilty of it. The black Men have the fame 
natural Affection for their Kindred, and as ſtrong... 
as we have.------To ſell and buy human Erea- 
tures, without their Conſent, yea 1 


their Will, co trade in Men, as you" would. . 
brute Creatures, or * othe 


—— 4 


are thus carried off; ſo great, that to reheve = 
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really impious as wy as ervgl,” Man is 4 . 
Creature, . made but a little lower than the” 2 
gels, and crowned with Glory and Honour 

the Offspring of Gop ;,, therefore thus to 

baſe him, and to bring him down upon a Level 

with the Brutes, . yea with, Things inauimate, ig 

reat Impiety, it is an high Affront offere 

ht, who is the kind and 5 Father * us 
all, who hath made of one Blood all Nations, of 
| Men to d well on the. F ace of the Earth, „and 
hath e them all in one Body by the Ties of 
Nature. It is likewiſe an Affront put upon Man. 
kind, upon the whole human Race, which . ſhould 
raiſe. a generous Reſentment and Indignation' in 
the Breaſt: of every one that partakes of, the human 
Nature, and, has any Notion. of the Dignity of 
it, or any Sens gf Humanity, which he ſhould 
expreſs and diſcover upon a | proper. Occaſions, 
and in all 1 Ways. .: And I think the Re- 
ceiver, is Caſe, will appear to be worſe, to 
be more guilty, in ſome aer tha the bare 

Thief, if we fairly conſider the Matter. <a 
It is evident, that the Europeans, in {ending 
Ships yearly to the Coaſt of Africa, to buy Slaves, 
without; enquiring how thoſe they purchaſe, them 
of came by them, do encourage thoſe Thieves, 
and tempt them to make a Practice and Trade of 
ſtealing their own Countrymen; foi this is the 
ſame Thing 1 in Effect, as if * were to tell them 
in ſo many Words. Lady ; e, read dy for Us, 
8 how. Jau, can, and we. will take them off." your 

Hand. Beides, thoſe "Men. merchants. 170 
only encourage qthers in this cruel lagitious Prac: 
tice of Man-ſtealing, but are really guilty "of it 
the Tou will obſerye, cog What s done 
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by. their Command, and according to their os 
ders, I conſider as done by themſelves. As tho 

r miſerable Creatures were ſtolen, thoſe wha, 
did ſteal them, could not convey any Right in 
them. to others, though theſe others ſhould give 
ever ſo much in Purchaſe of them, any: more than 
if they had them for nothing. For thoſe Purchafs 
ers then to deprive them of their, Liberty, and; by 
Force, keep Hom in their Poſſeſſion, in whom they 
have no 17 75 (ſuppoſing one M Sula be the 
Property of another) and who n 


@ injured them 
in the leaſt, nor forfeited their 1MWgrty; to keep 
them in Bonds, and carry them away Captives, 1s 
properly ſpeaking, Man- ſtealing. And what ag- 


Light of the Goſpel, and profe i elves to be 
Chriſtians, ä Kt ng; 
Man-ſtealing is a Kind, and ed the worſt 


Kind, of Sacrilege, which Conſideration farthet 
ſhews the Impiety of it. Man 1s facred, and is, 
by Nature, devoted to the Service of Go, | 
whole Authority alone he is obliged to yield an ab- 
ſolute, unlimited Obedience; for one Man theres 
fore to aſſault another, and, by meer Force, to 
make a Captive of him, not for any Crime that he 
has been guilty of, but to make a Penm of him, 
conſidering him as Part of his Poſſeſſions or Good! 
with which he can do what he pleaſes, is robbing 
of Gov, which is Sacrilege, e. 
It is very common in the Countries, where the 
Europeans carry on this Trade, for the petty Kings 


and Princes, of which there are a great many, td 


— 


80 to War with their Neighbours, not in ah 


| foal be called thy 


I 
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Fer their Right, not to get Satisfaction for any In. 
Aauries done them, or to repair any Damages they 
. — unjuſtly ſuffered by thoſe Neighbours, but 
purely to get Priſoners againſt the Time the Ships 
Finn Eee, ie upon eie Coaft, chit il 
them they may he able to purchaſe of the Captain 


* 


ps the Goods they have on board. 


of thoſe 


the Kind: In H 
the latter it WMttended with ſhedding of Blood, 
with Slaughter and Deſtruction; which Conſidera- 
tion doth aggravate the Crime of our Guiney Mer- 
Chants, who purchaſe thoſe Priſoners. _ Cnr1s7 
hath ſaid, that bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they 
Children of Gov. But how con- 
——_—_aviour recommends, the mak- 


* 
—_— 


trary to wha | 
ing of Pea Mien, is the Spirit and Practice 
of thoſe, W Lucre Sake, provoke and en. 
courage others to go to War with their Neigh- 
bours, and by unjuſt Force to kill and deſtroy 
Jome, and others of them to make Priſoners. 

But let us now ſuppoſe, - that the Priſoners, 
which are bought, were even engaged in an un- 


juſt War, that they were the firſt Invaders or Ag: 


greſſors - -When one King or Prince goes to 
War with another, the common Men are not cas 
pable of judging of the Merits of the Cauſe, which 
Party has or has not Right of their Side; but, 
Aying aſide this Conſideration, they are forced to 
go whitherſoever their King or Captain leads them; 
* obliged to obey his Commands, and to 
deſert would be Death to them: Therefore I think 
it would be unjuſt and cruel, in him who comes off 
Conqueror, though he had Right of his Side, and 
— > | l 9 


5 
| 


Now here the Injury and Crime is the fame in 
Kind as in the former Caſe, and indeed greater in 
Caſes it is ſtealing Man, but in 
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us here, with ſo much Abhorrence and Deteſtation, 


1 45 1 

was en in a juſt War, to dex prive e ot co 
mon ifs taken Pikes of their 5 
berty, after the War is over, or at any Time tb 
fell them for Slaves for Life, either by Way of 
Puniſhment or Retribution, unleſs they be ſuppof- 
ed to be anſwerable for whatever 13 * or Inju- 
ry is done by their King, or that they ate his 
Goods or Property; bot which are abſurd, and 
the latter a Suppoſition 1 0 human Na- 
ture, and ſhocking to the hum ind; 8 
quently, the 9 of them for muſt be al- 
together as criminal in the Europeans = | 

It is reckoned we have now in this King dor 
Thirty Thouſand French Priſoners, or more; an 
we ſay, that in the War we are carrying on againſt 
France, we have Right on our ide; that we 
entered into it for the Recoyt Defence of 
our Territories, invaded by | | 
it be true (as 1 believe it i 
good, yet would it not be cru inhuman ig 
us, to ſell theſe Priſoners into Slavery for Life, and 
in any other Nation, as the Spamards, tor Inſtance, 
to buy them of us, in order to ſend them to work 
in their Mines in Peru, as long as they live? And 
would not all the other Nations of Europe exclaim 
apainſt us, and the Spaniards, as inhuman, bar- 
barous People, for ſo doing? If it be replied, that 
ſuch a Thing would be contrary to Cuſtom, and 
to the Law of Nations in Europe, whereas in G. 
ney and Negroeland it is a common Cuſtom, to fell 
for Slaves the Priſoners they take in War; there 
they make a Trade of it. I own-------that may be 
one Reaſon, among others, why fuck a Thing 
practiſed in thoſe Countries is not looked upon, hy 
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3 #1] 
as it would be if it. were to be practiſed in Europe; 
But this. makes no Difference, as to the Nature of 
the Thing in itſelf; for as I have ſhewn before, 
the Man-trade in this laſt mentioned Caſe, wherein 
the Men who are fold, are ſuppoſed to be. Priſo- 
ners, that. were engaged in an unjuſt War, is in 
itſelf wicked and inhuman, contrary to the Law 
of Nature, the Obligations of which are eternal 
and unchangeable, not to be altered or diſannulled 
by Uſe or c be it ever ſo ancient or univer- 
fal; they are me all over the World, the ſame 

in Guiney, oi aica, as in England. _ 
The Captain of the Guiney Ship, when he has 
finiſhed his Marketing, when he has bought as 
many reaſonable Creatures as he wants, and is full 

freighted, having on board (we. will ſay) Two 


Hundred ofy coupled in Irons, and cloſely 
crammed - Ship of about One Hundred 
Tons Burt out for one of our Plantati: 


ons, ------- and be two or three Months on the 
Voyage; during which Time, from the Filth and 
Stench that muſt be among them, occaſioned by 
their being put down under Deck, and penn'd to- 
gether in ſo little Room, Diſtempers break out 
among them, and carry off a great many, a Fifth, 

or Fourth, yea, ſometimes a third Part of them; 
and it is realonable to ſuppoſe, that ſome of them 
= have their Hearts broke, and die with Grief and 
1 Anguiſn, to think that they ſhall never more ſet 
1 Foot on their native Soil, and that the Eye that 
hath ſeen them, ſhall ſee them no more. I remem- 
ber I read an Account in one of the News- Papers 
laſt Year; a Ship, belonging to Liverpool, that had 
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a Hundred and Ninety Slaves on board, Eighty. of 


whom died on the Voyage, which is more than 
„ „% ᷑ ũ G»b !. 2 Ls; 9 _- twe 
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two Erber Tang all the Slaves tog Seilen 
that are brought on board our Ships yearly, 2 
the Coaſt of Africa, where they are bought hy our 
Guiney Merchants, I think one may venture to 
firm, that, at leaſt, a Tenth Part of them die on 
the Voyage; 'the Merchants are certainly 
chargeable with taking away the Lives of as Jia 
of thoſe Apa r Creatures, as come by their Death 
by being ſo confined and treated, and are guilty 
of Murder, for to take away a Man's Life, un- 
juſtly, is Murder; whether 9 --be done in Wo. or 
three Minutes, or two or three Months, that 
makes no Difference. —— I do not think it _ 1 
ceſſary, in order to convict a Man of Murter, 
make it appear that he had an Intention tor U hy 
Murder: Whoever dyes, by. unjuſt Force and Vi- 
olence, deprive another of his ard, While 
he has him in his Power, red ir 
Condition, and gives him fuch 
dently endangers his Life, and, in che Event, do 
wahr depriye him of his Life, is guilty of Mur- 
. e the Ac, en in d ſecond 
Volume 
* Thomas Philips, in his Aesödee of 4 voy⸗ his performed 
to Guiney, and Fd om thence” to Barbadoer axe a 'Cargo of 
Slaves, relates, That they took Seven Hundred Slaves on 
board; when they were brought in the Veſſel, the Men were 
all put in Irons two and two ſhackled together, to prevent their 
mutinying, or ſwimming Aſtrore. The Negroes,” ſays he, 
i« Are ſo loath to leave their own Country, that they have of. 
* ten leaped out of the Canow, Boat and Ship, ints the Sea, 
* and 1 5 under Water till they were drowned, o avoid be- 
40 ing taken up, and ſaved by the Boats which purſue” them 
hey had about twelve Negroes who. willingly 
drowned: themſelves ; others ſtarved” "themſelves to Bech 
——Philips Was adviſed to cut of the Leggs and Arms of 


ſome to terrify he reſt ;© (as other Captains Ha done) but this 
he refuſed to do: From the Time of his taking the * . 


Stench ſo long 
, Swine: No Gold- finder, lays Philips, can ſuffer ſuch noiſome 


ſerings by Nattin 
Fings ww the poor Blacks, which muſt have dan incoinparably 
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Volume of the G leat Syſtem I by, the 
r of 1 Nero ng nm 0 "Y iſh, 
Year. 1725, appeared to be bot Fifty 
Thpol land. Wa will ſuppoſe that the Number 
of Negroes purchaſed by our Guiney Merchants, 
one Year with another, are no more than Thirty- 
ive Thouſand: Now, in the Account given by 
i Author of the Negroes in our Plantations, it is 
id, that, in the; Iſland of Jamaica, almoſt Half 
ot the new imported Negroes die in the Seaſoning, 
and t, in Barbadoes, it is reckoned that a fourth 
Part die in Seaſoning; and, accordin ing to the ame 
Account, there are twice as many imported into 
ee as into all our other Iſlands in 
C 2 5 and all our Colonies in 'North- Ame. 
WY, Computation, therefore, it 
chil that of all thoſe, who. are pur- 
y _ TICAn. "Merchants. in a 1 
Twelve Thou: : * Voyage, and in 
"the es 5 1 on. Pt What 


rer kann 


1 wo bis arrival at Barkadors no 4 than - 


and Trent, died of various Diſeaſes. Which the Author ſays, 


Was to their great Regret,” after'enduring much Miſery and 
among a Parcel of Creatures, naſtier than 


00 Drudgery as they do. who carry Negroes, having no reſpite 
« from their Afflictions ſo ag, as any © their Slaves ate 
„ 

_ How, bt 1 in Philips, — to reflect on the 
Blacks, could ſuch a Number be crouded togethet in ſo warm 
a Climate, even if they had all been healthy, rag _ 
extremely offenſive : How A more When ſo many lay fick 5 


ead and dying. He ſpeaks of the Exgl;þ People's great Su 
; n * fg nch, Ce. der he forgets Suffe- 


greater than theirs; not to mention the painful Sorrow and 
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la the Collection of Voyages, John Atkins, Surgeon on 


What a fad dreadful Affair then is this Man- 3 


Trade, whereby ſo many Thouſands of our Fel- 
low rational Creatures loſe their Lives, are, truly 


and properly ſpeaking, murdered every Year; [ 


do not think there is an Inſtance of ſo great Bar- | 
barity. and Cruelty carried on in any Part of the 4 
World, as is this, Year after Year. It is enough 44 
to make one tremble, to think what a Load of 


Guilt lies upon this Nation, on this Account, and 


that the Blood of Thouſands of poor innocent 1 
Creatures, murdered every Year, in carrying on 1 
this curſed Trade, cry aloud to Heaven for Ven- 15 
geance. Were we to hear or read of any other 
Nation in the World that did deſtroy every Tear, 

in ſome other Way, or on ſome other Account, | 
as many human Creatures as are deſtroyed by this 

* apa Trade, lt 
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board Admiral Og/e's Squadron, in his Expedition on the 


Coaſt of Guinea, relates, That at Sierra Leona, the white Men ' 8 i 
who were private Traders there were about thirty in Number ; I 
the Character he gives of them was, that they were looſe pri- w_ 


vateering Blades, who, if they could not trade fairly with the 2 8 1 
Matiaies would rob of theſe John Leadſtons was reckoned 1 
the moſt triving. The Author obſerves that the Slaves this 
Lead/ione had to ſell appeared much dejected, he particularlx ö 
obſerved one, named Tomba, who had been a Leader of ſome - RB 
Country Villages, this Negro ſeemed to diſdain the other N 
Slaves for their readineſs to be examined; and ſcorned to look = 
at the Buyers, refuſing to riſe and ſtretch out his Limbs as the [ 
Maſter commanded. This got him an unmerciful Whipping 1 
from Leadftone's own Hand; who, Atkins ſays, wauld have 
certainly killed him, but for the Loſs he muſt have ſaſtained 
by it. The Negro bore it all with Magnaminity, ſhrinking ve- | 
ry . but ſhed a Tear or two, which he endeavaured to 

ide. FSR. 
In the Courſe of their Voyage At4ins met with a Veſſel from 
Briſtol, commanded by one Harding, who had purchaſed thir- 
ty Slaves, of which Number, the above mentioned 7 oba- was 
| —_— . -- 


1 
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Trade, we ſhould look upon them as a very bloody, 
cruel, barbarous People. We, to this Day, ex- 
claim againſt the Cruelty of the Spaniards, in de- 
ſtroying ſo many of the Inhabitants of Mexico and 
Peru, when they unjuſtly invaded thoſe Countries, 
though it is a Queſtion, whether the Exgliſb have 
not deſtroyed as many of the Inhabitants of Africa, 
ſince the Commencement of this villainous Man- 
Trade among us, and of our Popiſh Queen Mary, 
whoſe Reign is looked upon as the moſt cruel and 


inhuman of any in all the Engl Hiſtory, though 


there were not above Three Hundred burnt, - for 
Hereſy, in the five Years of her Reign, and 
yau know that the Papiſts believe, or pro- 
feſs to believe, that they ought to put He- 
reticks to Death, at leaſt they did then: Where- 

| | a as 
one. Captain Harding gave them the following melancholy 
Account, wx. That this Tomba had combined with 
three of the ſtouteſt of his Country Men, and a Woman, to 
deſtroy the white Men, in order to get their Freedom; that 
one Night he went upon Deck to put his Deſign in Execution, 
being accompanied by one Man and the Woman, who were 
all he could engage to follow him, where finding three Sailors 
on the Forecaſtle, he preſently diſpatched two by ſingle Strokes 
on the Temples (with a Hammer the Woman had gi- 
ven him) the other Man rouſing with the Noiſe, his Compa- 
nions ſeized, and Tomba killed him in the ſame Manner: But 
two other Sailors taking the Alarm, ſtood upon their Defence, 
which ſoon'awaked the Mafter underneath, who running up, 


took a Handſpike, and felling Tomba with it, ſecured them all 


in Irons. The Reader, ſays Atkins, may be curious to know 
their Puniſhment : «© Why, Captain Harding, weighing the 
« Stoutneſs and Worth of the two Slaves, did, as in other 
Countries they do by Rogues of Dignity, whip and ſcarify 
them only; while three other Abettors (but not Actors, 
e nor of Strength for it) he ſentenced to cruel Deaths, mak- 
« ing them firſt eat the Heart and Liver of one of them he 
* Filled. The Woman he hoiſted by the Thumbs, whipped, 
66 1 her with Knives, before the other Slaves till ſhe 
died.“ 6 12 


The 


* 
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as the Engliſh have, for many Years paſt, put to 
Death Ten or Twelve Thouſand a Year, in car- 
rying on this Trade, which they ſtill continue for 
the Sake of getting Money, and furniſhing them- 
ſelves with the Superfluities of Lite, which ſhews 
a greater Degree of Barbarity ; and many of thoſe 
r Wretches have endured more Pain, before 
they died, than thoſe Hereticks did in being 
burnt; There is nothing that ſhews the Degene- + 
racy of Mankind more, that caſts a greater 
Blemiſh on human Nature, or expoſes it in a 
more diſadvantageous Light, than this Conſidera- 

tion, that whole Nations, Chriſtians as well as 
Heathens, profeſs to believe the greateſt Abſur- 
dities and Contradictions, and juſtify the moſt 
wicked and vileſt Practices.------If it be ſaid that 
charge the Legiſlature-------becauſe they have 
encouraged, and {till do encourage, this Trade, 
-------What I have aſſerted. I think I can defend. 
No 


The follwing Relation it inſerted at the Requeſt of the- Author, 
| a Perſon whoſe Candour may be depended upon. | 


6 HAT I may contribute all in my Power towards the 
« Good of Mankind, by inſpiring any of its Indi- 
**. viduals with a ſuitable Abhorence for that deteſtable Prac- 
** tice of trading in our Fellow-Creatures, and in ſome Mea- 
s ſure atone for my Neglect of Duty as a Chriſtian, in en- 
“ gaging in that wicked Traffic, I offer to their ſerious Con- 
te fideration ſome few Occurrences of which I was an Eye- 
% witneſs. That being ſtruck with the wretehed and affecting 
Scene they may foſter that humane Principle, which is the 
te noble and diſtinguiſh'd Charecteriſtic of Man, and improve 
«© it to the Benefit of their Children's Children. | 
* About the Year 1749, I fail'd from Liverpool to the Coaſt 
«© of Guinea: Some Time after our arrival I was ordered to 
go up the Country a conſiderable Diſtance ; upon having 
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No Legiſlature on Earth, Which is the Su- 
reme Power in every civil Society, can alter the 
Nature of Things, or make that to be lawful 
which is contrary to the Law of Gop, the Su. 
preme Legiſlator and Governor, of the World, 
Miſchief may be framed, and eſtabliſhed by a 
Law, but if it be, it is Miſchief ſtill, as much fo 
as it was before it was eſtabliſhed, though its be- 
ing ſo may make Men inſenſible of their Guilt, 
or bold and fearleſs in the Prepetration of it, fot 
too many, among Chriſtians, are, contrary to 
CHRIST's Exhortation, more influenced by the 
Fear of Man, than by the Fear of Gop.-------It is 
really a ſerious Subject, and I own it raiſes a ſeri- 
\ ous Concern in my Mind, that ſuch Barbarity 
ſhould be ſuffered in Chriſtian Nations. It is 


enough to make a Man's Heart ach, unleſs he 
has 


Notice from one of the Negro Kings, that he had a Parcel 
of Slaves to diſpoſe of; I received my Inſtructions, and 
«© went, carrying with me an Account of ſuch Goods we had 
on board to exchange for the Slaves we intended to pur- 
„ chaſe. Upon being introduced, I preſented him with a 
* ſmall Caſe of Engliſb Spirits, a Gun, and ſome Trifles, 
** which having accepted, and underftood by an Interpreter 
* what Goods we had, the next Day was appointed for view- 
«© ing the Slaves; we found about two Hundred confined in 
one Place. But here how ſhall Irelate the affecting Sight! 
*© there beheld? How can I ſufficiently deſcribe the filent Sor- 
row which appeared in che Countenance of the afflicted Fa- 
„ ther, and the painful Anguiſh of the tender Mother, ex- 
t pecting to be forever ſeperated from their tender Offspring; 
the diſtreſſed Maid wringing her Hands in Preſage of her 
future Wretchedneſs, and the general Cry of the Innocent 
© from a fearful — of the perpetual Slavery to 
* which they were doomed. Under a Senſe of my Offence 
© to Gon, in the Perſon of his Creatures; I acknowledge 
I purchaſed eleven, who I conducted ty'd, two and two to 
es the Ship. Being but a ſmall Veſſel (ninety Ton) we ſoon 


« purchaſed 


( 9] 
has loſt all Love and Regard to his Kind, to think 
that ſo many Thouſands of the human Race 
ſhould be ſacrificed every Year to that greedy vo- 
racious God Mammon. 

Nor is it leſs ſhocking to hear or read the Ae- 
counts we have of the barbarous Treatment that 
thoſe black Men, who ſtand: and ſurvive the Sea- 
ſoning, as it is called, meet with. According to 
the Accounts in the forementioned n it is 
inhuman and unmerciful. 

Sir Hans Sloan, in his Hiſtory of Jamaica, fays; ; 
$ That a rebellious Negroe, or he that twice ſtrikes 
« a white Man, is condemned to the Flames; be- 
6c * ing chained flat on his Belly, at the Place of 

Execution, and his Arms and Legs extended, 
6 F. ire is then ſet to his Feet, and he is hurnt gra- 
* dually up to his Head. They 2 others to 


Death, 


e purchaſed our Cargo, conſiſting of one Hundred and ſeven- 
« ty Slaves, whom thou may'ſt Reader range in thy View, 
© as they were ſhackled two and two together, pent up with- 
in the narrow Confines of the main Deck, with the compli- 
«© cated Diſtreſs of Sickneſs, Chains and Contempt; deprived 
« of every fond and ſocial Tie, and in a great Meaſure reduc- 


ed to a State of Deſparation. We had not been a Fortnight 


* at Sea, before the fatal Conſequence of this Diſpair appear- 
ed; they formed a Deſignof recovering their natural Right, 
A Liberty, by raiſing and murdering every Man on board, 
© but the Goodneſs of the Almighty rendered their Scheme 
«© abortive, and his Mercy ſpared us to have Time to repent. 
© The Plot was diſcovered ; the Ringleader ty'd by the two 
«© Thumbs over the Barricade Door, at Sun-riſe received a 
«© Number of Laſhes, in this Situation he remained till Sun- 
« ſet, expoſed to the Inſults and Barbarity of the brutal Crew / 
te of Sailors, with full Leave to exerciſe their Cruelty at Plea- 
« ſure. The Conſequence of this was, that next Morning 
« the miſerable Sufferer was found dead, flead from the 


« Shoulders to the Waiſt. The next Victim was a Youth, 


who, from too ſtrong a Senſe of his Wr refuſed Nou: 
bs riſhment, 


/ 
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% Death, with a Loaf hanging before their 
« Mouths, ſo that ſome gnaw the very Fleſh of | 


« their own ſhoulders, and expire with all the 
« frightful Agonies, expreſſing the moſt horrid 
« Tortures. For Crimes of a leſs Nature, they 
« geld the Offender, and chop off Half of his 
« Foot with an Ax; for Negligence only, they 
« whip him till his Back is raw, and then ſcatter 
Pepper and Salt on his Wounds, to heighten 
the Smart; and ſome Planters will drop melted 
Wax on their Skins, which puts them to into- 
< lerable Pain.“ Now muſt not the human Na- 
ture, in thoſe People, be changed into the Devi- 
liſh, who can put theſe poor Creatures .to ſuch 
\Torments ?--------It is obſerved by the fame Au- 
' thor, that . Some excuſe theſe Severities by tel- 

RE ling 


« riſhment, and died; diſregarded and unneticed, till the 
„ Hogs had fed on Part of his Fleſh. ' Will not Chriſtianity 
* bluſh at this impious Sacriledge ? May the Relation of it 
5 ſerve to call back the ſtruggling Remains of Humanity, in 
<< the Heart of thoſe who from a Love of Wealth, partake 
«© many Degree with this oppreſſive Gain, and have fuch an 
Effect on the Minds of the Sincere, as may be productive of 
Peace, the happy Effect of true Repentance for paſt Tranſ- 
„ greſſions, and a Reſolution to renounce all Connextion with 
it for the Time to come.” A 


Note here ariſes a juſt and neceſſary Query. How does our EA- 


7000 Law (fo truly valuable for its Mercy and Equity) over- 
ook theſe barbarous Deaths of the unhappy Africans, without 
Tryal, or due Proof of their being guilty ; or of their Crimes 
being adequate to their puniſhment? Why are thoſe Maſters 
of Veſſels (who are often not the moſt tender and conſiderate 
of Men) thus ſuffered to be the ſovereign Arbiters of the 
Lives of the miſerable Negroes ; and allowed (with Impunity) 
to deſtroy their fellow Creatures, and, that, by Means ſo cruel 
as cannot be, even related, but with Shame and Horror 


— z —— 
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FRF. 
er | © ling us, that the Blacks, being ſo-perverſe, ſul- 
F | © Jen, and miſchieyous a Generation, deſerve ſuch 
he | © Treatment, and that milder Uſage would nat 
id “ reclaim them.“ It is no Wonder they are 

ey | fullen ; would not white Men be ſo, were they in 

iis | their Condition, and treated as they are? No 

ey Doubt but they would. But the Blacks, though 

er | they be unjuſtly deprived of their Liberty, baniſh- 

en Jed from their native Country, from all their N 
ed Friends and Relations, and made Captives and y 
o- Slaves for Life, though they are treated worſe than | | 
Dogs, and made to work harder than Horſes, yet 

i= they ought to be pleaſant, good humonred, and 

ch © obliging to them that do thus treat them; and, if 

u- they be not, they ſhould be put to Pain and Tor- 

1: | ment. And they are, it ſeems, a miſchievous 

8 Generation, apt to mutiny and rebel; that is, in 

4 Truth 


* The Iniquity of the Slave - Trade is greatly aggravated by 

me 2 * which the Mn —.— in the | 

Plantations, as well with reſpe& to Food and Cloathing, as 

ke from the unreaſonable Labour which is commonly exacted from 

them. To which may be added the cruel Chaſtiſements they 

of frequently ſuffer, without any other Bounds than the Will and 

Wrath of their hard Taſk-Maſters. In Barbadbes, and ſome. 

8 other of the Iſlands, ſix Pints of Indian Corn and three Her- 
rings, are reckoned a full Weeks Allowance for a working 
Slave, and in the Syſtem of Geography, it is ſaid, That in iS 
« Jamaica the Owners of the Negroe Slaves, ſet afide for each a | 

„ Parcel of Ground, and allow them Sundays to manure it, the 

e Produce of which,” with ſometimes a few Herrings, or other 

ſalt Fiſh, ** zs all that is allowed for their Support.“ Their 

Allowance for Cloathing in the Iſlands is ſeldom more than 

fix Yards of Oſenbrigs each Year: And in the more northern 

Colonies, where the piercing. weſterly Winds are long and 

he ſenſibly felt, theſe poor Africans ſuffer much for want of ſuffi- 

) cient Cloathing, indeed ſome have none till they are able to 
« pay for it by their Labour. The Time that the Negroes work. 
in the Yeft-Indies, is from Day-break till Noon; then | 


* 


tom 


— 
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Truth, they want to recover their Liberty, and 
would attempt to do it, if they were not kept in 
Awe by hard Uſage, and ſevere Diſcipline. In 
the Account of Jamaica, we are told that the Ne- 
groes, when firſt brought hither from Guinea, are 
very ſimple, innocent Creatures, but ſoon turn 
roguiſh, and when they come to be whipp'd, urge 
; | 7; 


from two o'Clock till duſk: (during which Time they are 
attended by Overſeers, who ſeverely ſcourge thoſe who ap- 
. pear to them dilatory) And before they are ſuffered to go to 
their Quarters, they have ſtill ſomething to do, as collecting 
of Herbage for the Horſes, gathering F vel for the Boilers, &c, 
ſo that it is often half paſt Twelve before they can get Home, 
when they have ſcarce Time to grind and boil their Indian 
Corn; whereby it often happens that they are called again to 
Labour before they can ſatisfy their Hunger : And here no 

elay or Excuſe will ayail, for if they are not in the Field 
immediately upon the uſual Notice, they muſt expect to feel 
the Overſeers Laſh. In Crop-time (which laſts many Months) 
they are obliged (by Turns) to work moſt of the Night, 
in the boiling Houſe. Thus their Owners, from a Deſire 
of making the greateſt Gain by the Labour of their Slaves, lay 
heavy Burdens upon them, and yet feed and clothe them very 
ſparingly, and ſome ſcarce feed or clothe them at all, ſo that the 
poor Creatures are obliged to ſhift for their Living in the beſt 
Manner they can, which occaſions their being often killed in 

the neighbouring Lands, ſtealing Potatoes, or other Food to 
ſatisfy their Hunger. And if they take any Thing from the 


Plantation they belong to, tho' under ſuch preſſing Want, yet 


their Owners will correct them ſeverely, for taking a little of 
what they have ſo hardly-laboured for, whilſt they themſelves 
riot in the greateſt Luxury and exceſs. It is a Matter of 
Aſteniſnment how a People who, as a Nation, are looked up- 

on as generous and human, and ſo much value themſelves for 
their uncommon Senſe of the Benefit of Liberty, can live in 
the Practice of ſuch extreme Oppreſſion and Inhumanity, with- 
out ſeeing the Inconſiſtency of ſuch Conduct, and without 
feeling great Remorſe: Nor is it leſs amazing to hear theſe 
Men calmly making Calculations about the Strength and 
Lives of their fellow Men; in Jamaica, if ſix in ten, of the 
£5 | | ; new 
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the Example of the Whites for their Excuſe; 
Whereas, in that of Barbados, the ſame Author 
ſays; „That the Maſters of the, Negroes are 


« obliged to treat them very ſeveraly, not only 


« becauſe of the ſtubborn, treacherous Temper, 
“ which is ſo peculiar to all of their Complexion. 
« and Country, but becauſe they are three times 
« the Number of the Whites in this Iſland, and 

„have made frequent Attempts to get the Maſ- 
« tery;“ that is, their Liberty, or to deliver 

themſelves out of the miſerable Slavery they 
are in. But how come they to be three times 
the Number of the Whites in this Iſland? Is it not 

owing to the white Inhabitants, to their purchaſ- 


ing them, and keeping them in Bondage? Ho- 


weak then is this Excuſe? Where is the Senſe of 
aligning this Majority, which is of their o.] n 


pProcuring, 


new imported Negroes ſurvive the Seaſoning, it is looked up- 


on as a gaining Purchaſe : And in moſt of the other Plantatiz - 


ons, if the Negroes live eight or nine Years; their Labour is 

reckoned: a ſufficient Compenſation for their Coſt, If 

Calculations of this Sort were made upon the N and 

Labour of Beaſts of Burden it would net appear fo 

with more Mercy than is uſually ſnewn to the Jar gt 
des.. Will not the Groans, the dying ns of 


groes 
this deeply afflicted and oppreſſed People reach Heaven, and 


when the Cup of Iniquity is full, muſt not the inevitable Con- 

ſequence be pouring forth of the Judgments of Gop' upon 
their Oppreſſors. But, Alas! is it not too manifeſt that this 
Oppreſſion has already long been the Object of the divine 
Diſpleaſure; for what heavier Judgment, what greater Cala- 
mity can befall any People, than to become a How to thar 


tardneſs of Heart, that Forgetfulneſs of Gop, and Infenfiby- 
lity to every religious Impreſſion ; as well as that general, De- 


pravation of Manners, which ſo much prevails in the Colo- 
nies, in Proportion as they have more or leſs enriched them 
ſelves, at the Expence of the Blood and Bondage of the 
Negroes. £ Ye 


\ 


— 


. ſtrange, 
but even then, a merciful Man would certainly uſe his Beaſt 


2 . 
* N 
* 
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. 
procuring, as a Reaſon for their treating the Blacks 
with ſuch Severity ?--------We have alſo an Account 
from that Author, of thoſe Plots laid by the Blacks 


in Antigua, but which were diſcovered by the 
Whites, before they could be brought to bear, 


and of the horrid Executions which followed upon 


the Diſcovery. © The King, that is, he who was 


„ to have been King of the Blacks, had the Plot 


« ſucceeded, and his two Generals, with two 
<« others, were all broke on a Wheel (that is, 


their _ were broke with an Iron Bar whilſt 


<« alive.) Four more of the principal Conſpirators 
<< were burnt the fame Day; as were ſeven on the 
„ next Day. Six were hung alive in Chains on 


* Gibbers, and ſtarved to Death; after which their 


« Heads were cut off, and their Bodies burnt; and 
« Fifty- eight others were, at ſeveral Times, 
c chained to Stakes, and burnt alive.” Now, was 
not this a lamentable Affair (and there have been 


_ ſeveral Inſtances of ſuch Cruelty in our Plantations) 


that ſo many poor Creatures ſhould be put to the 
greateſt Tortures, and be made to ſuffer the moſt 
painful Deaths. Some of the French Priſoners in 
England, whoſe Condition is far preferable to that 
of moſt of the Slaves in our Colonies, have at- 
tempted to break out of Priſon, but, being diſco- 
vered in Time, failed in their Attempt, Now 
ſhould not we have been reckoned, by all the 
World, a cruel barbarous People, if the Govern-- 


ment had ordered ſome of them to be broke on the 


Wheel, ſome to be burnt alive, and others to be 
ſtarved to Death, though the French are our Ene- 
mies, and are engaged in an unjuſt War againſt 
us; whereas thoſe Slaves had never done any Hurt 
or Injury to thoſe who torture them to Deat Fa 
. ; * 
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We reckon ourſelves to be a brave, generous, hu- 
mane civilized People; but is this a true 


Character, while that barbaroys, ſavage Man- 
Trade, in the carrying on of which ſo many Thou- 
ſand Lives are ſacrificed every Year, is not only 
winked at, but countenanced and incouraged 
amongſt us,---------There are other Nations in 
Europe, beſides ours, concerned in this Trade, but 
that does not leſſen the Guilt in our People, tho? 
it may keep them in Countenance; but the Engizfo 
are now more concerned, I believe, than all the 
other Nations in Europe, taken together, in this 


abominable Trade, which is the greateſt Scandal 


and Reproach that lies upon this Nation; the re- 


moving of which, by proclaiming Liberty to thoſe 
Captives now in our Plantations, making them 


Freemen, and prohibiting for ever, upon the 


ſevereſt Penalties, the-Man-Trade throughout all 


His Majeſty's Dominions, and thereby leading the 
Way, and giving a good Example to- the other Na- 
tions” in Europe, concerned in the Man-Trade, 
would be much to the Honour of our Government, 
and I am fure would give great Pleaſure to all who 
are Lovers of Mankind, and have a Regard for 
the Honour, Safety, and Proſperity of their Coun- 
try.-----—--It is objected, that if the Exgiiſh were to 


drop this Trade entirely, it would be immediately 


thereupon carried on by other Nations, to a much 


greater Degree than it now is. Perhaps - that 


might be the Conſequence, and if it ſhould, they 


muſt be anſwerable for that, the Guilt and Scandal 
would lie upon them. But if it were certain that 


this would be the Caſe, this Conſideration cannot 
be a juſt Reaſon for our continuing to carry on ſuch 


/ 
1 & J 
a wicked Frade. If we ſhould not carry on this 
Trade others would, therefore we may; would be 
a ſtrange Way of reaſoning. | 
| And as this Slave-Trade has been encouraged 
by the Government, for many Reigns back, it is 
queried, whether the preſent Government, in caſe 
they were to ſet thoſe Negroes in our Colonies at 
Liberty, ſhould not make good that Loſs to their 
"Maſters; but I ſhall not take upon me to determine 
that Point; our Governors are beſt Judges of that, 
only I think they had better do ſo, though it ſhould 
require ſome Millions to do it, than fuffer thoſe 
r Creatures to continue in the miſerable. State 
of Slavery they are now in, There is one Conſe: 
quence more, which ſome People fear, would fol- 
low upon prohibiting of the Negroe Trade, and 
that is, that ſuch a Prohibition would greatly leſſen, 


if not utterly ruin, ſome other conſiderable 


Branches of our Commerce, eſpecially the Sugar 
and the Tobacco Trades, becauſe of the Dithculty 
of getting! Hands enough, in the Room of the 


Blacks, to work and labour in thoſe Flantations, 


where theſe Commodities are produced; but this 
can be no real Objection againſt what I have aſſert- 
ed, or in Juſtification of "the Man-Trade; for if 
this Trade be in itſelf one continued Scene of ſuch 
Cruelty and Barbarity, as jt hath been tepreſented 
to be, it muſt be allowed, that it ought to be 


ſtrictly prohibited, let the Conſequences of ſuch a 


Prohibitation be what they will, that none ſhould 
be ſuffered to go on, tormenting and, murdering 
their Fellow: creatures, Year after Year, though 
we were never any more to ſee an Ounce: of To- 
pacco or Sugar in Great-Britain. The Inconveni- 
ences, or worldly Diſadvantages, ariſing from ad- 
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hering to our Duty, and acting according to the 


moral Obligations we are under, let them be ever 


ſo great, are of no Conſideration at all in the Eye 
of Reaſon, nor can they have any Weight with, 


or Influence upon an honeſt, virtuous Mund when 
ſet againſt theſe Obligations. „on 4212 


The Author of the Dialogues: on the MancTrade; 
concludes with the following Addreſs 10 the SIA 
Merchants 4 in England. 


* 85 


S the Buſineſs you are r in, — 1 | 


carry on openly and publickly before the 
World, has a bad Aſpect, and you are ſenſible 
that moſt Men make Objections againſt. it, and 
blame you for engaging in it, you are obliged 
to juſtify it to the World, upon the Principles of 
Reaſon, Equity 'and Humanity, to make it ap- 
pear, that it is no unjuſt Inyaſion of the Perſons, 


or Incroachment on the Rights ot Men; or for 


ever to lay it aſide. And this is what every one, 


not only of your Fellow Subjects in England, but 


of your Fellow Men upon the Face of the Earth, 


who are any Way concerned in the ſame Buſineſs, 
have a Right to inſiſt upon, and demand from 
you; and ought, in a proper Manner to reſent it, 
if you will do neither the one nor the other. 


But, laying aſide the Reſentment of Man, 


which is but of little or no Moment, in Com- 
pariſon with that of the ALmicaty, of the 
Supreme Law-giver and Judge of Mankind, think 
of a future Reckoning. Conſider how you ſhall 
come off in the great and awful Day of Account. 
You now heap Pp: Riches, A live in Pleaſure? 


but 


35 
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| but oh! what will you do in the End thereof? 
and that is not far of, What if Death ſhould 
ſeize you, and hurry you out of this World, 
under all that Load of Blood-guiltineſs, that now 
lies-upon your Souls. The Goſpel (I ſuppoſe I 
am now ſpeaking to profeſſed Chriſtians). expreſly 
declares, that Thieves and Murderers fall not in- 
Berit the Kingdom of Gov. Conſider that at the 
fame Time, and by the fame Means you now 
treaſure up worldly Riches, you are treaſuring 
up to yourſelves Wrath, againſt the Day of Wrath, 
and Vengeance that ſhall come upon the Workers of 
Iniguity, unleſs prevented, by a timely Repentance. 
And what greater Iniquity, what Crime- that is 
more henious, that carries in it more complicated 
Guilt, can you name, than that in the habitual de. 
| liberate Practice of which you now live? Good 
Gop! How can you, as ſome of you do, go to the 
Sacrament of the Lon p's Supper? How can you 
lift up your guilty Eyes to Heaven? How can you 
pray pe f. 
any Fayour from him that formed you, while you 
go on thus groſly and openly to diſhonour him, 
in debaſing and deſtroying the nobleſt Workman- 
ſhip of his Hands, in this lower World? He is 
- the Father of Men; and do you think he will not 
reſent ſuch Treatment of his Offspring, whom be 
hath ſo loved, as to give his only begatten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him, might not periſh, but have 


everlaſting Life? This Love of Gop to Man, re- 
vealed in the Goſpel, is a great Aggravation of 


your Guilt; for if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to 
love one another. You remember the Fate of the 
Servant, who took Hold of his Fellow-Servant, 
who was in his Debt, by the Throat, and caſt 


him 


for Mercy to him that made you, or hope for 


5» 

him into Prifon: Think then, and tremble to 
think, what will be your Fate, who take 
Fellow-Servants by the Throat, that owe 
a Penny, _ mow ee 3 for ER... 1454 

. Give yourſelves Leave to 1 impartially up- 
on, 9 the Nature of, this Man- Trade, 
which, if you do, your Hearts muſt needs relent, 
if you ne not loſt all Senſe of Humanity, all Pi- 
ty and Compaſſion towards thoſe of your own Kind, 
to think what Calamities, what Havock and De- 
ſtruction among them, you have been the Authors 
of, for filthy Lucre's Sake. | 

Gop grant you may be made ſenſible ob your 
Guilt, and repent in Time. And as this is my 
hearty and earneſt Prayer to Gop for you, I hope 


you will excuſe the Plainneſs and Da. of this 
Addreſs in your ſincere Friend, who would be 


glad to do 173 any Good that lies in his Power. 7 
7. P HIL. MORE. 


others, and without a ſufficient Knowledge 
ofthe deplorable Conſequences attendant 

on this Trade, — haſt inadvertently engaged 
"ores let me beſeech thee, by the Mercies of 
CHRIST Jzsus our Eox p (thoſe Mercies which, 


A N D now Reader, if from th Exkibgls of 


perhaps, e'er long, thou and I ſhall deſire to fly 
das our only Refuge) that thou wouldſt refrain a 


Practice ſo inconſiſtent with thy Duty, both as a 


Chriſtian and a Man. Remember, the firſt and 


chief Commandment is, Thou ſhalt love the” Lord 


thy God with all thy Heart. And that the Second 
ike unto it is, Thou ſpalt love thy ü as 'thy- 


fir 
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That our bleſſed Redeemer: has enjoined us 
to + unto others as tue would they ſhould do unto us 


and that it will be thoſe who have been righteous 


and merciful to their Fellow-Creatures, that will be 
intitled to the Mercy of the Great Judge of Hea- 


ven and Earth, before whom we muſt all appear, 


to give an eee of = Deeds done. 1 in the 
Body. 
And as or chefs obo watek chemſehves now, 


anne of the Iniquity, and Injuſtice of buying 


and ſelling their Fellow- Creatures, and yet conti- 
nue to keep thoſe Negroes they are poſſeſſed of in 
Bondage, tor the Sake of the Profit ariſing from 
their Labour, it behoves them ſeriouſly to conſider 


their Motives for ſuch a Conduct; whether the 
Diſtinction they make between buying · a Negroe, | 
and keeping the ſame Negroe, or his Offspring, in 


perpetual Bondage, is not a Plea founded more in 
Words than ſupported by Truth; for it muſt be 
obvious to erery Perſon, who is not blinded by 


the Deſire of Gain, that the Right by which theſe 
Men hold the Negroes in Bondage, is no other than 


what is derived from thoſe who ſtole them, who 
having no other Title, but that which, Robbers 
have over their Prey, could not convey any better 
to the Purchaſer; and that therefore, to continue 


to hold them in Bondage, for worldly Advantage, 
by no other Right than that which thoſe guilty: 


Men give them, is conſenting to, and partaking 


of their: Guilt. - Inſtances may fall out, where 
Men of Candour may be concerned in the Purchaſe 
of - Negroes, purely from a Principle 'of Charity 
and there are alſo many of the Blacks, amongſt us, 
whoſe Diſpoſitions, Infirmities or Age, makes it 
ey they mould be under Care; but in the 


Caſe 


— 


[6] 


Caſe beforementioned, where Perſons declare 
themſelves convinced of the Injuſtice and Iniquity 


of this Trade, and are poſſeſſed of Negroes who 
are capable of managing for themſelves, and have 
ſufficiently paid, by their Labour, for their Pur- 
chaſe or bringing up, beſides the Profit ſome; Fa- 
milies have reaped, during a long Courſe of Years, 
from the Labour of their Progenitors; it is the 


undoubted Duty of their Poſſeſſors to reſtore them 


their Luberty; and alſo to uſe all reaſonable Endea- 
vours, to enable them to procure a comfortable 
Living, not only as an Act of Juſtice to the In- 
dividuals, but as a Debt due, on Account of the 
Oppreſſion and Injuſtice perpetrated on them, or 
their Anceſtors; and as the beſt Means to avert 
the Judgments of Gop, which it is to be feared 


will fall on Families and Countries, in. Proportion 
as they have, more or leſs, defiled themſelves, with 


this iniquitous Traffick, _ 


, 


D may ariſe in the Minds of ſome, whe⸗ 
1 JF thet the foregoing Accounts, relating to the 
natural Capacity and good Diſpoſition of many of 
the Inhabitants of Guinea, and of the violent Man- 
ner in which they appear to be torn from their na- 
tive Land, is ſufficiently founded on Truth, as the 
Negroes who are brought to us are ſeldom heard 8 
complain, and do not manifeſt that Docility and 
Quickneſs of Parts which might be expected from 
this Account; Perſons who may make ſuch Ob- 


jections, are deſired impartially to conſider whethep 


this is not owing to the many Diſcouragements 
theſe poor Africans labour under, though in an 
enlightened Chriſtian Country, and the tile Op- 
Portunity they have. of exerting and improving 
Their natural Talents. They are conſtantly em. 


ployed 


, 


. in which we ſee them, from our Childhood, has a 


avs P a 
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ployed in ſervile Labour, and the abjet Condition 


natural Tendency to ereate in us an Idea of a 
Superiority and induces many to look upon 


them as an ignorant and contemptible Part of 


Mankind; add to this, that they have but little 


Opportunity of freehy converſing with ſuch of the 


Whites as might impart Inſtruction to them, the 
endeavouring of which would, indeed, by moſt, 
be accounted Folly, if not Preſumption. A 
Fondneſs for Wealth, or for gaining Eſteem and 
Honour, is what prompts moſt Men to the Deſire 
of excelling others, but theſe Motives for the Ex- 
ertion and Improvement of their Faculties can 
have but little or no Influence upoſ the Minds of 


the Negroes, fewof them having Hopes of attain- 


ing to any Condition beyond that of Slavery; ſo 
that tho the natural N of many of them be 
ever ſo good, yet they have no Indueement or Op- 


rtunity of exerting it to any Advantage, which 


naturally tends to depreſs their Minds, and fink 
their Spirits into Habits of Idleneſs and Sloth, 
which they would, in all Likelihood, have been 
free from, had they ſtood upon an equal Footing 
with the white People: Nevertheleſs it may, with 
Truth, be ſaid, that amongſt thoſe who have ob- 
tained their Freedom, as well as thoſe who remain 


in Servitude, ſome have manifeſted as much Saga- 


city and Uprightneſs of Heart as could have been 
(pe from the Whites, under the like Circum- 


Rances; and if all the free Negroes have not done 


the ſame, is it a Matter of Surprize? Have we not 
Reaſon to make Complaint with Reſpe& to many 


of our white Servants, when from under our Care, 
_ tho' moſt of them have had much greater Advan- 


tages 


| 
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tages than the Blacks; who, even when | free, ſtiu | 


labour under the Difficulties before- mentioned, 


having but little Acceſs to, and Intercourſe with, 


the white People; they yet remained confined 
within the former Limits of Converfation with 
thoſe of their own Colour, and conſequently have 
but little more Opportunity of Knowledge and 


Improvement than when in Slavery. 


And if they ſeldom complain of the unjuſt and | 
cruel Uſage they have received, in being forced 


from their native Country, Sc. it is not to be won» 
dered at; as it is a conſiderable Time after their 


Arrival amongſt us before they can ſpeak our Lan- 
guage, and, by the Time they are able to ex- 


preſs themſelves, they cannot but obſerve, from 
the Behaviour of the Whites, that little or no No. 


tice would be taken of their Complaints; yet let 


any Perſon enquire of thoſe Who had attained the 
Age of Reaſon, before they were brought from 


their native Land, and he ſhall hear ſuch Relations 


as, if not laſt to the common Feelings of Huma- 
nity, will-fenfibly affect his Heart, The Caſe of 
a poor Negroe, not long ſince brought from Guinea, 
is a recent Inſtance of this Kind. From his firſt 
Arrival he appeared thoughtful and dejected, the 
Cauſe of which was not known till he was able · to 
ſpeak Engifh, when the Account he gave of him- 


felf was, that he had a Wife and Children in his 


own Country, that ſome of them being ſick and 
thirſty, he went, in the Night- time, to fetch 


Water at a Spring, where he was violently ſeized; 


and carried away by ſome Perſons who lay in Wait 
to catch Men, whence he was tranſported to Ame- 
rica; the Remembrance of his Family, Friends, 
and other Connections left behind, which he never 


expected 
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expected to ſee any more, were the principal Cauſes 
ot his Dejection and Grief. Can any compaſſionate 
Heart hear this Relation without being affected 
with Sympathy and Sorrow? And doubtleſs the 
Caſe of many of theſe unhappy People would, 
upon Enquiry, appear attended with Circum- 
ſtances equally tragical and aggravating. Now, 
you that have ſtudied the Book of Conſcience, and 
thoſe that are learned in the Law, what will you 

ſay to this deplorable Caſe? When, and how, has 
this Man forfeited his Liberty? Does not Juſtice 
loudly call for its being reſtored to him? Has he 
not tne ſame Right to demand it as any of us 
ſhould have, if we had been violently fnatehed by 
Pyrates from our native Land? Where Inſtances 
of this Kind frequently occur, and are neither en- 
quired into, nor redreſſed by thoſe whoſe Duty it 


is to ſeek Judgment, and relieve the Oppreſſed, what. 


can be expected, but thagzphe Groans and Cries of 
| theſe Sufferers will reach Heaven; and what ſhall 
ye do wwhen Gop riſeth up, and when be viſiteth, 
what ſball ye anſwer him? Did not he that made them 
make us, and did nos one faſhion us in the Womp ?. * 
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Since this Eſſay has bevy under the Preſs, the Manuſcript 
of a Voyage to the Coaſt of Guinea, has been put in the Edi- 
tors Hands; a ſmall Extract of which its thought, may be of 
Service if publiſhed here; as it contains a plain, tho” ſhocking 
Inſtance of the Calamities and Bloodſhed which the Slave- 
Trade occaſions in that Country; and. this principally carried 
on at the Inſtigation of the Black Traders, who from their 

ntercourſe and Converſe with the. European Factors have 
Icarn'd to ſtick at no Act of Cruelty to ſatisfy their Avarice ; 
_ a Vice they were generally untainted with, before their Ac- 
quaintance with them. Thefe Traders, if they have no _ 
| | | e 
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Tr is ſcarce to be doubted but that the ſore- 


I going Accounts will beget in the Heart of 


every conliderate Reader an earneſt Defire-to 
ſee a Stop put to this complicated Evil; but 
the Objection with many is, what ſhall be done 
with thoſe Negroes already imported and born in 
our Families? Muſt they be ſent to Africa? That 
would be to expoſe them in a ſtrange. Land, to 
greater Difficulties than many of them labour un- 
der at preſent.” To ſet them ſuddenly free here 
would be perhaps attended with no leſs Difficulty, 
for undiſciplined as they are in Religion and Virtue, 


they might give a looſe to thoſe evil Habits, which 
the Fear of a Maſter would have reſtrained. Theſe 


are 


of Slaves when the Veſſels arrive, will foment and flir up 
Diſcords and Diviſions àmongſt the Natives, in order to in- 
duce them to make Incurſions upon the Neighbouring Dij— 
tris, (ſome of which are but ſmall] to procure Slaves, which 
they diſpoſe of to the Europeans, xchange for ſuch Com- 
modities as they Want. | 2 


* ! * * 


j 
* 


Extract of a Voyage to the Coaß of Guinea for Slaves, &c. in 
2 Vaſſel from Liverpool, Robert Law, Maſter, takin verba- 
tim from the original Manuſcript, of the Surgeons Journal, vix. 


SOEST, December the 29th, 1724. No Trade to Day, 
| 8 % tho' many Traders come on board, they informed us 
that the People are gone to War within Land, and wilt 
bring Priſoners enough in two or three Days, in Hopes: of 
* which we ſtay.” Ty | | n 
The zoth Day No Trade. yet, but our Traders came 
©. on board, to Day, and informed us, the People had burn tt 
% four Towns of their Enemies; and indeed we bave ſeen 


great Smoke all the Morning, a good Way up the Country ; 


<« ſo that To-morrow we expect Slaves off————another 
large Ship is juſt come in; Yeſterday came in a large Zox- 


% doner. 


5 Ev "1 

are Objections which weigh with many well-dif: 
' poſed People; and indeed it muſt be granted there 
are Difficulties in the Way; nor can any general 
Change be made, or Reformation effected without 
fome : But the Difficulties are not fo great but 
that they may be ſurmounted. It the Govern- 


ment was fo ſenſible of the Iniquity .and Danger 


attendant on this Practice, as to be willing to ſeek 
a Remedy, doubtleſs the Almighty would bleſs this 


Intention, and ſuch Methods would be 


thought of as would not only put an End to the 
unjuſt Oppreſſion of the Negroes, but might bring 
them under ſuch Regulations, as would enable 
them to become profitable Members of Society, 
For the furtherance of which, the following Pro- 
pow are offered to Conſideration ; to be improy- 

by . thoſe in whoſe Power it is to remedy this 
mighty Evil. In the firſt Place, that all farther 
Importation be abſolutely prohibited. And as to 
thoſe already purchaſed, or born among us, after 


ſerving ſo long as ſhall be adequate to the Money 


Paid, or the Charge of bringing them up / (which 
may be decided by Courts of Juſtice) let them by 
La be declared free: Nevertheleſs let the ſame 
Court of Juſtice have Power to lengthen the Time 
. | of 


The ziſt Fair Weather, but no Trade, yet, we ſee 
< each Night Towns burning, but we hear the ' Sefro Men 
1 gare many of them killed, by the inland . Negroes, ſo that 
«<< we fear this War will be unſucceſsful.” .... 

The zd January, Laſt Night we faw a prodigeous Fire 
c break: out about eleven o Clock, and this Morning, ſee the 
Town of Seftro burn't down to the Ground (it contained 
«< ſome Hundred Houſes) ſo that we find their Enemies are 
tod hard for them at preſent, and conſequently our Trade 
« ſpoiled here; ſo that about ſeven o'Clock we weighed An- 
4 chor, as did likewiſe the three other Veſſels to proceed 
lower down.“ EE: | 
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if any Slave's Servitude, upon legal proof, being 
— of that Slave's having wilfully neglected his 
Duty. Let every Slave thus ſet free be enrolled 
in the County Court, and obliged to be a Neſident 
during a certain Number of Years within the faid' 
County, under the Inſpection of the Overſeers of 
the Poor. Thus being in ſome Sort ſtill under the 
Directions of Governors, and Notice of thoſe who 
were formerly acquainted with them, they would 
be obliged to act circumſpectly, and to make a pro- 
per Uſe of their Liberty; and their Children have 
an Opportunity of ſuch Inſtruction as might be 
vided for them, under the Tuition of proper 
* thus both Parents and Children might - 
grow up. to be uſeful Members of the Communi- 


ty. And further, here the Nature of the Conn- 


try would permit, as certainly the uncultivated 
Condition of our Southern Colonies eaſily would 
ſuppoſe a ſmall Tract of Land, for Inſtance, five 
and twenty Acres were aligned. to every Negro 
Family, and they obliged to live upon, and im- 
prove it (when not hired out to wor for the 
Whites) this would encourage them to exert their 


Abilities, and become induſtrious Subjects: Thus 


both Planters and Tradeſmen would be-plentifully 
fupplied with chearful and willing- minded Labour- 
ers; much vacant Land would be cultivated; che 
Produce of the Country greatly encreaſed; Arts 
and Manufactures advanced; the Taxes for the 
Support of Government leſſened to - Individuals, 
by the encreaſe of Taxables. And the Negroes © 
inſtead of giving juſt Cauſe of feartul Apprehen- 
ſions, and weakning the internal Strep of the 
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_" rſt in their preſent Condition. Would be 
come intereſted in its Security and Welfare. 


© -The-miſtaken Opinion, - which moſt People have 


_ entertained, that the Negroes in Africa, live in 


the ſame wild - unſettled - Manner as the American 


Indians do, has led many to think it impoſſible to 
bring them into that civilized Order which is requi - 
ſite 


their becoming good Members of Society, 


but, it is hoped, what has already been ſaid on: that 


Head, will convince the candid Reyder, that this 
Opinion is founded on miſtaken Apprehenſions; 
and to put this Matter in a yet clearer Light, it 
may not be amiſs to add, that altho'. amongſt. the 


many Nations living on that Part of Africa, inha- 
bited by the Negroes, which extend many Thou- 


ſand Miles, there is doubtleſs ſome People of a 
more ſavage Diſpoſition than others, yet certain it 


is, that the natural Diſpoſition of the Generality of 


the Negroes is widely different from the roving 


Diſpoſitions of our Indians; they generally ſettle 


together, and employ themſelves in Agriculture 
and Commeree. Some large Nations are repre- 
ſented as induſtrious and careful in the Cultivation 
of their Lands; breeding Cattle, and carrying on 
A Trade to diſtant Parts. An Inſtance of this ap- 
pears from the Account we have of the principal 
Nations, ſettled back of the Factories of Goret and 
Senegal, Places of great Trade, in the Latitude 
of 15 to 20 Degrees North, lately taken by the 


Euglis from the French, from whence great Num- 
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-  * The hard Uſage the Negroes meet with in the Plantations, 
and the great A between them and the white Peo- 


ple; will always be a juſt Cauſe of Terror: In Jamaica, and 


© South-Carolina, it is ſuppoſed tha: chere is at leaſt fifteen Blacks 
to one White. e | 
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E 
bers of Slaves have for a long Time been Yearly 
exported to the Plantations. In the 2d Vol, of the 
Collection, we are told that this Country, which is 
ſituate between the River Senegal and Gambia, and 
extends many Hundreds of Miles, is chiefly inhabit- 
ed. by three Negroe Nations, viz. The AMandigos, 
the Fullys, and the Falofs: Andrew Brue, the gene- 
Director, often beforementioned, ſays, the 
Mandigos are diſperſed all over the Country, they 
are the moſt rigid Mabometans among the Ne- 


groes, * they drink no Wine or Brandy, and are 


politer than the other Negroes; the chief Trade of 
the Country goes thro? their Hands; they are labo- 


rious and induſtrious, keeping their Grounds well 
cultivated, and breeding a good Stock of Cattle. 


— Some of theſe People who are ſettled up 
the River Senegal, carry on a Trade to all the 
neighbouring Kingdoms; and by theſe Means amaſs 
Riches, and propagate the Mahemetan Religion 
whereſvever they go------------ The. Author agrees 
they are a good Sort of People, honeſt, induftri- 
ous, and very ready to learn Arts and Sciences. 
K a 7 b | 


 ® Feb/on, in the Account of his Travels, obſerves, ** That 
the Natives along the Gambia, worſhip the one true and on- 
* ly God, who they call 41a. they have no Reſem- 
** blance of Divine Things, but acknowledge Mabamet 
They have ſome broken Tradition of Jesus CHRIST, 
ay — of him as a great Prophet, who wrought many 
extraordinary Miracles.“ Gang” | 2 
The Mahometan Negroes ſay their Prayes thrice a Day, at 


Day-break. Noon, and Sun-ſet : Each Village has a Prieſt 


who calls them to their Duty. It's ſurpriſing (ſays the Au- 
thor) as well as commendable to ſee the Modeſty, Attention 
and Reverence they obſerve during their Worſhip, .. w. hich 
laſts half an Hour He was frequently preſent at their 
Ceremonies, and had often the curioſity to aſk ſome of = their 
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The Fulh's are ſettled on both Sides of the Rivet 
Senegal; their Country, which is very fruitful and 
| n extends near four Hundred Miles from 
- Eaſt to Weſt: They are ordinarily of a deep tawny 
Complexion, appearing to bear fome Affinity with 
the Moors, to whoſe Country they join on the 
North. They are a well made People, and tho 
they ſeem tender, yet they will labour ſtoutly at 
hard Work, are good Farmers, and make great 
Harveſts of Corn, Cotton, Tobacco, Peaſe, c. 
and breed a great Number of Cattle of all Kinds 
rie ſays the Company gets the beſt 
Hides from them. And Labat in his Account of 
the Yeſt-Indies, ſpeaking of the different Nations of 
| Negroes fold for Slaves at Martinico, mentions 
theſe Fully as a People more ſuitable than moſt 


27 other 


* 


Prieſts the purport of their Prayers and Ceremonies; their An- 
ſwer always was, That they adored GOD by profirating them - 
«« ſelves before him, that by humbling them/elves they acknow: 
* ledged their own Inſignifitancy————and farther entreated 
* him to forgive their Faults, and to grant them all good and 
« neceſſary Things, as well. as deliverance from Evil. T he 
Mandigo Priefts are much more Polite than the other Negroes, 
and love Traffic——— in which they are very honeſt, but 
exact and artful'; They are very charitable and kind to one 
another Jolſam takes notice, of ſeveral good Qualities, 
in theſe Negroe Prieſts, particularly their great Sobriety 
— hey gain their Livelihood by keeping School, 
for the Education of the Children — The 
Boys are taught to read and write by a Book made of a ſmoo 

Bit of Wood, wherein the Leſſons are written with a Kind of 
black Ink, and a Pen like a Pencil. They not only teach 
Schools but rove about the Country, teaching and inſtruting 
for which the whole Country is open to them; and 
they have free recourſe thro all Places, however the Kings 
may be at War together. E311 IO 
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and remove to another. 


who does ill is the Abomination of all, and none 


ſonable Rates: Their SRO is of white Cotton 5 | 
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other Negroes to take care of Cattle, Sc. 4.80 me 
of theſe Fully Blacks, who dwell on both Sides the 
River Gambia are in Subjection to the Mandiges, 
amongſt whom they have ſettled from Time to 
Time; having been, probably, -driven out of their 
own Country by War or Famine. They have 
Chiefs of their own, who rule with much Modera- 
tion. They live in Clans, build Towns, and are 
not ſubject to any Kings of the Country, though 
they live in their Territories; for if they are ill- 
treated by one Nation, they break up their Town 
They are allo ſtrict Ma- 
bometans, tew amongſt them will drink Brandy, or 2 
any Thing ſtronger than Water and Sugar: Their 
Form of Government goes on eaſy, becauſe the 
People are of a good quiet Diſpoſition, and ſo well 
inſtructed in what is juſt and right, that a Man 


* 


will ſupport him againſt the Chiefs. In theſe 
Countries the Natives are not covetous of Land, 
deſwing no more than what they uſe; and as they 
do. not plough with Horſes and Cattle, they can 
uſe but very hele, therefore the Kings, are willing 
to give the Fully's leave to live in their Countries, ff 
and cultivate Lands. They plant Tobacco near Wo 
their Houſes, and Catton all round their Towns, 
which they tence in together; beyond that they "0 
ſow Indian and Guinea Corn and Rice: As they are 4 
induſtrious and frugal, they have more Corn and 

Cotton than they conſume, which. they ſell at rea- 
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1 Thoſe Negroes that were brought laſt Year up this River, | 1 
and ſold on the Jerſey Shore, re brongh this 1 were probab- _ E 
ty of the Fully Nation, as the Veſſel came 
Senegal. 


from the River 
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FS . 
of their own Manufacture: They are a clean Peo- 
ple, eſpecially the Women. As they are hoſpita- 
ble and kind to all, it is reckoned a Bleſſing to 
have a Fully Town in the. Neighbourhood : They 
never ſuffer any of their own Nation to want, 
but ſupport the Old, the Blind, and the Lame; 
and as far as their Abilities goes ſupply the Neceſſi- | 
ties of the Mandigos, great Numbers of whom they || 
have maintained in Famines. They are rarely an- 
gry, and the Author could never hear them abuſe * 
one another. 
In the Collection, we have alſo a favorable Ac- 
count of the Conduct and Diſpoſition of a Num- 
ber of free Negroes ſettled on the Cape Verd Iſlands. 
The Account 1s principally taken from the Wri- 
tings of George Roberts, who was Shipwreck'd on 
one of thoſe Iſlands; they are ten in Number, the 
largeſt called &. Jago, is ſettled by the Portugueſe; 
the reſt are moſtly inhabited by Negroes or Mulat- 
. toes, which our Author ſays happened in the fol- 
lowing Manner, viz. * The Portugueſe ſettled on 
the two largeſt Iſlands, provided themſelves 
with Negroc- Slaves from Guinea to do their 
Work; and as it was uſual with them to atone 
«for their Sins on their Death- bed, by giving one 
* or more Slaves their Freedom, theſe Free- 
«© Blacks, being in a Climate natural to them, in- 
* crealed faſt; many became Tenants to the 
* Whites, others not brooking their lordly and 
* oppreſſive Deportment, went over to the leſſer 
*« Hands. Theſe leſſer Iſlands having been beſ— 
A towed by the King to ſome of his Nobles: 
They appoint deputy Governors, who are gene- 
+ rally Negroes.” Their Prieſts are alſo Negroes, 
avho .(Reterts fays) „ make. better and ſoberer 
. 13 « Clergymen 
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* Clergymen than the Whites, theſe batky moſtiy 
« of looſe and vicious Lives, which cauſed the 
« Biſhop, who was a Man of a meek/and mild 
*« Diſpoſition, to prefer the Blacks with no more 
Education than what they could have at St: 
Jago. This (adds the Author) was 4 commen- 
« dable Practice of the Biſhop; who met with a 
great deal of Trouble on that Aecount, from 
« the Fryars, who made a Practice of tidieuling 
* the Ignorance of theſe Negroe-Prieſts* The 
Portugueſe Inhabitants of thoſe Iſlands are ſaid (in 
the 3 to bear but a poor Character, being 
8 y repreſented as -a proud, lazy, ignorant 
e; but on the Contrary, the Free Negroes, 
who are much the greateſt Number, are ſaid to be 
moſtly an innocent good tempered People. Roberts 
ſpeaks particularly well of the Black Governor of 
aviſia, and of Captain Domingo, a ſenſible 
Black on that Iſland, Who was a fair Dealer, and 
could read French and Engliſh. The Governor, 
Prieſt and People ot the Iſland of Mayo; were all 
Negroes, tho? being ſubject to the Portuguefe, they 
had their Religion and E ge----------- Captain 


Dampier, who was on this Iſland n. many Years before 


Roberts, ſays, The Governor had his Patent 
* from the Governor of St. Jago; that the Negro 
„ho held that Office in the Year 1699 was a ve- 

« ry civil, ſenſible Man, and, adds, that the In. 
a kabjrants were W a good Sc Sort 15 — pac. 1 BA 


24 Dampier expreſſes his Concerh at the Abaſs theſe; oor - 


22 = Foe had received from the Crew of a Briſtol Veſſel, u ho 


going Aſhore under pretence of Friendſhip, ſeized on the 
4 — with ſome others, and carrying them on board, 
09 made them ſend to Land for Cattle to —— their Liber- 
ties: Yet after this ſailed away with them; and pcſſibly, lays 
* the Au:hor, never brought them again. 
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* tho* the Iſland. appears fo barren to a Stranger, 
. as ſcarce to have Food for its Inhabitants.” 
The Iſland upon which Roberts was Shipwreck'd 
was called 67. Jabn; it was wholly inhabited by 
Blacks, he ſays, that tho'. very Ignorant and ſuper- 
ſtitious, yet they were the moſt innocent and harm» 
less of all thoſe Iſlanders. He ſpeaks highly of 
their moral Virtue, eſpecially their Charity, Hu- 
mility and Hoſpitality: He particularly commends 
their Veneration for Age. While he lay fick he 
was lodged by one of the chief Inhabitants, and 
ſupplied | with all kind of Neceſſaries: Every Day 
ſome or other would come to ſee how he did, and 
ſcarce ever without a Fowl, or ſome Fruit 8 him: 
They ſhewed him great Kindneſs in every other 
Reſp pect, and freely aſſiſted him in building a ſmall 
Veſiel to carry him off the Iſland, when he talked 
of making them a Return for theſe Favours, they 
faid, they were glad they had been of any Service 
to him, 4 thought. it their Duty to ſerve ee 
in Diſtreſs. 
Upon the Whole, of what has been faid, it muſt 
appear to every honeſt unprejudiced Reader, that 
the Negroes are equally intituled to the common 
Priviledges of Mankind with the Whites, that they 
have the fame rational Powers; the ſame natural 
Affections, and are as ſuſceptible of Pain and 
Grief as they, that therefore the bringing and 
keeping 'them in Bondage, is an ee 
of Oppreſſion and Injuſtice of the . moſt gri 
ous Nature, ſuch as is ſcarcely to be —— 
lelled by any Example in the preſent or former 


Ages. Many of its woful Effects have already 
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AO * * but thoſe which more particularly 
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calls for the Notice and Redreſs of che ov 
ment, ariſes from its incon With 
Thing that is juſt and humane, whoa the 
keck naturally flow to the Religion 
of the People where it prevails. Its deſtrutive 
Conſequences to labouring People, and Tradef 


men is no leſs worthy the Attention of thoſe who 


have Inclination and Power to ſerve their Country. 
This Rank of People, as theyare the chief Strength 
and Support of a Community; ſo their Situation 
and Welfare calls for the particular Care of 
prudent Government; but where Slave-keeping 
prevails, their Places and Services being n 
the Negroes, they find themſelves diſ- 
regarded, and robbed of the natural Oppertuni- 
ties of Labour common in other Countries, where 
by they are much diſcouraged and their Families 
often reduced to Want: To which may y be added 
the Diſcouragementalſo given by this Trade to many 
poor People, that can ſcarce get Bread in our Mo- 
ther Country, who, if not prevented, on Account 
of the great Number of Negroes, would be likely 


to come over into the Colonies where they 5 


with Eaſe, procure to themſelves a more comfor- 
table Living than at Home. Another direful Ef- 

fe& ariſes from the fearful Apprehenſions and. 
Terrors which often ſeize the Minds of the People, 

for the Suppreſſion of which the moſt cruel Me- 
thods are purſued, ſuch as are indeed a Reproach 
to Chriſtianity, and will by Degrees harden the 
Hearts of thoſe who are active therein, ſo as totally 


to exclude them from that Tenderneſs and Sym- 


pathy for the Sufferings of their Fellow Creatures, 
which conſtitutes the Happineſs of Society, and\js 
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1 es and Tae in which 55 live, 989 
dance and Obſequiouſneſs of their S0 
EIS rale in their! Minds an imagined 'Apprehenſts 
ey ot 3 their. being Perſons . happy, and f 

1 F In ance than other People, who do live 
in thelike Afﬀluence and State; yet happy would 
it he if they. were ſenſible how great is their Miß 
Hs and could be perſuaded ſeriouſſy to conſi- 


der and apply the Parable of the rich Man and 


BY s, mentioned by our Saviour, where- 
y they mig 


ht plainly percave; that they have no 
- Couſs to exult; becauſe of- " — r Power and. Plenty, 


but have rather Occaſion to mourn over themſelves, 
their Children, and their Country; the natural 
Effect of their Situation being ſuch as has been re- 
peatedly obſerved. Jo fill Men with Haugblineſt, 
& Tyramyy, Luxury and Barbarity; . corrupting the 
% Minds, and debaſing tbe Morals of their Children, 
"6 46. 40 the unſpeakable Prejudice of Religion and Virtue, 
. and the Feclyfion of 81 Boly pics of untiver ſa 
Love, Meekneſs and Charity, which is the / rae 
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